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There is a full report of the Mississippi 
Water Conference elsewhere in this 
newsletter, but I would like to take this 
opportunity to publicly thank our sponsors, 
who made such a difference in enabling 
us to put on an exceptional meeting:  
Platinum Sponsors were Thompson 
Engineering, Mobile, AL, and MS Dept. 
of Marine Resources;  the Gold Sponsor 
for the student awards was the MS Dept. 

of Environmental Quality;  Silver Sponsors were International 
Port of Memphis, Neel-Schaffer, Inc., Rosedale-Bolivar County 
Port Commission, Watkins Ludlam Winter & Stennis, PA, Yazoo-
Mississippi Delta Levee Board, Waggoner Engineering;  and 
scholarship sponsors were Lowndes County Port and Weyerhaeuser.  
A record turnout of students was made possible by support from the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.  While the 
sponsors were recognized from the podium and with signage, there is 
no way to adequately thank them – although I am trying to do so again.

I also want to thank the MWRA officers and Board members who 
served so effectively this past year – and agreed to serve another year.  
MWRA has been adding new members and we especially want to 
welcome our newest MWRA member, Chad A. Wages of Mendrop 
Wages, LLC, in Ridgeland.

Although an MWRA Board of Directors meeting is set for November 5 
at MSU, our next big event is Breakfast with Our Legislators, February 
4 at Old Capitol Inn in Jackson.  This is one of the association’s annual 
highlights and provides a forum for our legislators and membership.  
Do plan to join us!

  Dean Pennington, Ph.D.
  MWRA President
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MWRA Mission Statement:
MWRA promotes the advancement of Mississippi rivers, ports and 
harbors, coastal and inland waterways, flood control, recreation, 
water development and management, water supply and all other 
beneficial uses of water resources.



Page 2

MEMBERS IN THE NEWS

From Jeff Ballweber

On January 13, 2009 Martel Resorts LLC obtained an exclusive conditional lease from the Mobile District of the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to proceed with planning and permitting for a world-class recreational resort on the 
Natchez Trace Recreation Area.  The 1,500-acre site includes more than 15 miles of shoreline on the eastern shore of 
the Tenn-Tom Waterway’s Bay Springs Lake in Tishomingo County, Mississippi.
 The site’s natural beauty and the ability to reach the site from anywhere in the world by boat on the Tenn-Tom 
Waterway is a powerful attraction for eco-tourism and water recreation.  Martel Resorts plans to enhance the site for 
outdoor recreation (fishing, water sports, hiking, biking, golf and equestrian activities).
 All of these activities and the associated lodging and dining accommodations will make this property a valu-
able amenity for local residents and a major tourist attraction that will provide significant and diverse employment 
opportunities for local residents.
 In addition, the preliminary resort master development plan includes a water taxi that will connect the resort 
with the Crows Neck Environmental Facility on the other side of Bay Springs Lake to offer visitors environmental 
and natural resources educational activities.
 Since being selected by Tishomingo County to pursue developing the site, Martel Resorts has invested capi-
tal and over a year and a half of effort to organize a team of internationally renowned experts to help develop a Con-
ceptual Master Development Plan and carry out other tasks necessary to finalize the lease with the Mobile District, 
obtain the necessary permits and begin development of a viable world-class resort.  For example, historically, a resort 
development was never economically feasible because Tishomingo County was a dry county.  However, with the 
strong support of local and regional officials and many citizens in Tishomingo County and Northeast Mississippi, 
Martel Resorts pursued Qualified Resort status for the site through the Mississippi Legislature.  Governor Haley 
Barbour signed the resort status bill, H.R. 1441, on April 17, 2009.
 In addition, the growing eco-tourism market and the site’s natural beauty and tranquility led Martel Resorts to 
incorporate strong environmental and natural resources elements into the proposed master development plan.  LEED 
Platinum and Audubon Gold Signature designations will be sought to create a totally GREEN resort.
 Martel Resorts’ experts visualize a Field and Stream magazine branding direction to highlight the resort as an 
outdoor Sports Paradise.  They also plan to emphasize the region’s rich Civil War and Indian history and the culture 
highlighted by the National Park Service’s 422-mile Natchez Trace Parkway and other locations in the region.  The 
international recession has made obtaining private financing more difficult than anticipated, but the project is still 
moving forward.

SPECIAL TO MWRA:  BAY SPRINGS LAKE RESORT UPDATE

The Tenn-Tom Waterway, under the leadership of Mike Tagert, is coordinating a trip to the Panama Canal Zone 
Sept. 16-20.  Participants will be able to transit the entire canal as well as visit the Miraflores Lock Museum.

The Pearl River Valley Water Management District, under the leadership of Executive Director Benny French, 
P.E., participated in WaterFest 2009 this past June.  WaterFest is a conservation event focused on the need to improve 
and protect water quality in and around the Ross Barnett Reservoir watershed.  The event raises awareness and is part 
of an ongoing “Clean Water — It’s Your Legacy” campaign sponsored by state, county, and federal organizations.  
MDEQ Executive Director Trudy Fisher and other MDEQ staff helped plan and work the event.

The developing Center for Logistics Trade and Transportation at the University of Southern Mississippi is picking 
up steam.  Several MWRA members have been tapped to serve on the Industry Advisory Council:  Barbara Travis, 
MS World Trade Center;  Bethany Stitch, Ph.D., MS State University;  Juan Flores and Robbie Burt, MDOT;  
Enrique Hurtado, MS State Port at Gulfport and Deirdre McGowan, MWRA Executive Director.
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Special to MWRA from Peter Nimrod, P.E., Chief Engineer, MS Levee Board:

“People’s lives, homes, and jobs are at stake,” says PLF attorney. “Congress approved this 
project and EPA’s only duty is to butt out.”

Greenville, MS;  August 11, 2009:  The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency had no authority to veto a vital 
pump project that will protect against devastating floods in the lower Mississippi Delta.  Therefore, construction 
of the pump station – part of the Yazoo Backwater Project – must be allowed to go forward.  So argues a federal 
lawsuit filed today by the Board of Mississippi Levee Commissioners, a nearly 150-year-old state authority whose 
mission is to protect the residents of the lower Mississippi Delta from flooding.  The Board maintains some fea-
tures of the Yazoo Backwater Project that are already in existence.
 The Board is represented by attorneys with Pacific Legal Foundation, a public interest legal organization, 
headquartered in Sacramento, that is the nation’s leading watchdog for balance and common sense in environ-
mental regulations.  EPA vetoed the pump project in August 2008, claiming that the project would harm wetlands.  
However, the Clean Water Act (Section 404[r]) prohibits EPA from vetoing any project approved by Congress 
prior to December 27, 1977, when the environmental impacts of the project were made known to Congress before 
construction began.  Such is the case with the proposed pumping station for the Yazoo Backwater Project, today’s 
lawsuit contends.  “Federal law is clear: EPA cannot pull the plug on this vitally important pumping station, be-
cause Congress OK’d it after a formal environmental briefing,” said PLF attorney Damien Schiff.
 “This project is necessary to the lives and homes of thousands of people, as well as businesses and farm-
land.  Congress authorized the Yazoo Backwater Project as early as 1941 and Congress appropriated money for 
the pumping station in 1984 with the benefit of an environmental impact statement from the Army Corps of Engi-
neers.  Congress approved this project with all the required information before it.  EPA has only one duty in this 
matter: To butt out,” Schiff said.
 The Board of Mississippi Levee Commissioners found out about the transmittal to Congress of the 1982 
environmental impact statement through a Freedom of Information Act request last year.  The Board notified EPA 
of its discovery, but EPA nevertheless went forward with issuing its veto of the pump station. “EPA is trying to 
impose its will even after being notified that Congress was fully apprised of the environmental issues when it ap-
proved funding for the pumps,” said Schiff.  “EPA can’t say the 1982 environmental impact statement was defi-
cient, because the statement followed standard Army Corps policies and procedures that were then in effect.  Our 
lawsuit asks the court to remind EPA that it is not above the law, and the law says EPA can’t overrule Congress to 
block the pumps.”

The pumping station: vital protection against devastating floods
 The purpose of the proposed pumping station is to reduce the effects of catastrophic flooding in the lower 
Mississippi Delta.  When the Mississippi River floods, the natural gravitational flow of other, smaller rivers in the 
area is impeded, causing them to overflow and inundate the Backwater Area.  Earlier this year, devastating flood-
ing overtook 400,000 acres including 152,000 acres of agricultural land, causing extensive economic damage.  
The pumping station would lift waters out of the Backwater Area, back into the Mississippi River, to flow down 
to the Gulf of Mexico.
 Peter Nimrod, Chief Engineer of the Mississippi Levee Board, stated, “The residents of the Mississippi 
South Delta just want what was promised to them 68 years ago.  It is time to complete the last phase of flood pro-
tection for the Mississippi Delta.”
 “EPA lacks authority to block the pumping project for clear legal reasons, based on the Clean Water Act,” 
PLF’s Schiff explained.  “But even if that weren’t the case, the agency’s veto would still be unjustified because 
this is a carefully designed, environmentally sensitive project.  For example, it includes a reforestation component 
that would result in the planting of new vegetation across more than 55,000 acres.”

LAWSUIT AIMS TO STOP EPA FROM SINKING VITAL MISSISSIPPI 
FLOOD-CONTROL PROJECT

continued on page 4
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 Peter Nimrod stated: “The Yazoo Backwater Project is a model project that will not only provide flood 
protection with the pump, but will vastly increase benefits for every environmental resource including wetlands, 
terrestrial, aquatic and duck habitat, through the reforestation of the one-year floodplain.”
 The suit is titled Board of Mississippi Levee Commissioners v. United States Environmental Protection 
Agency.  The complaint may be found at PLF’s Web site, www.pacificlegal.org.

The MWRA election held August 7 yielded the following officers for the 2009-2010 year: 
Chairman of the Board – John Hardy, Lowndes County Port
President – Dean Pennington, Ph.D., YMD Joint Water Management District
Vice President, President-Elect – Capt. John “Jack” Zink, USN (Ret.), Hancock County Port
Secretary – Juan Flores, MDOT
Treasurer – Mike Davis, Pearl River Basin Development District
Committee Chairs include:
Federal Affairs Co-Chairs Mike Tagert, Tenn-Tom Waterway Development Authority, and 
 Peter Nimrod, P.E., MS Levee Board
State Affairs, David Work, Rosedale-Bolivar County Port
Publicity and Public Relations, Betty Ann White, Jackson County Port
Membership, Greg Deakle, Itawamba County Port

MWRA OFFICERS 2009-2010
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JOINT CONFERENCE A RESOUNDING SUCCESS

From left to right: Robbie Burt, Kiley Ham, Mark Pipper and Jack Zink

The Friday Breakfast session served as the MWRA General Membership Meeting and election. Three speakers pro-
vided insights into USACE priorities and USCG inland river and security emphases.

Pictured left to right: Col. Mike Wehr, CDR Dan Norton, MWRA President Dean Pennington, Ph.D., 
MWRRI Director George Hopper, Ph.D., Col. Thomas Smith

A decision will be made at the next MWRA Board Meeting regarding the possibility of a second joint conference, 
this one to be held on the Mississippi Gulf Coast.  More information to follow!

Over 250 people joined the Mississippi Water Conference at Harrah’s in Tunica August 5-7.  
The conference reflected the efforts of several organizations: MWRA, Mississippi Water 
Resources Research Institute, USGS, NOAA, and MSDEQ.
 Wednesday was the day dedicated primarily to numerous technical presentations 
by students from several universities.  The MWRA Board of Directors Meeting was held 
that afternoon, followed by a Welcome Reception for everyone.  The reception was held 
in the exhibit area where displays and information from USACE/Vicksburg District, MS-
DEQ, Taylor Machine Works, Mississippi 811,Yazoo-MS Delta Levee Board and Thomp-
son Engineering were all available for review.
 Thursday was dedicated to plenary sessions on universal water-related issues.  The 
highlight was a luncheon presentation by Jimmy Palmer, until recently Region IV Director 
of EPA and now an attorney with Butler Snow in its Oxford offices.  A golf tournament fol-
lowed, as well as sessions on wastewater management, museum tours, and relaxation.



Calendar of Events

2009
September 6-8 SmartRivers: Vienna, Austria.  Info:  www.smartrivers.org 

September 23-25 National Waterways Conference,  Embassy Suites, Charleston, WV.

 Information www.waterways.org 

December 3-5 Mississippi Valley Flood Control Assn.,  New Orleans.

December 4 IRPT and USMMA New Orleans Alumni Breakfast at Mother’s Next Door, 

 New Orleans.  Information www.irpt.net 

2010
January 10-14 TRB 89th Annual Meeting, Washington, DC.  http://www.trb.org/AnnualMeeting

February 4 MWRA Annual Breakfast with Our Legislators, 7:30 AM,

 Old Capitol Inn, Jackson.  Info:  insightltd@msn.com 

April 14-16 IRPT Annual Meeting, Battle House, Mobile, AL.  Info:  www.irpt.net 

Mississippi Water Resources Association
Post Office Box 4200 
Jackson, MS 39296-4200

First Class

52 Years of Dedicated Service!

MANAGEMENT•TRANSPORTATION•RECREATION


