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INSIDE

Greetings to All,
While I am delighted that Mike Davis, Executive
Director of the Pearl River Basin Development
District in Jackson, has the opportunity to retire
and do some fun things (he’s a great tennis
player), it is with sincere regret that we see
him leave MWRA. He has served as President,
Treasurer, and now as Treasurer and Secretary.
He has hosted our meetings and has generally
been a wonderful source of support for the
organization. Fortunately, Jeff Ballweber
has agreed to step in as MWRA Secretary/
Treasurer. But I have to tell you, all of us will
miss Mike. Godspeed, good friend!
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To a more cheerful topic, the plans are coming together for the Fall Conference in
Biloxi at the IP with a special event scheduled at the newly opened Margaritaville.
Stay tuned – many more details will follow. The speaker line-up is already
impressive. I include special thanks to Betty Ann White and Mark McAndrews of
the Port of Pascagoula for their assistance in planning and sponsoring this muchanticipated annual event.
In preparation for his MWRA Presidency, Bill McAnally has put together an ad
hoc Task Force to further define the roles and expectations for MWRA. The Task
Force will meet several times over the summer and will be prepared to present its
recommendations at the MWRA Board Meeting November 7 and MWRA General
Membership Meeting November 9.
I would be remiss if I did not thank the three MS Transportation Commissioners and
MDOT for their continued support of Multi-Modal funding. Our Port Grant Meeting
at MDOT May 16 again distributed $3.8 million for infrastructure improvements.
Many thanks also to the MWRA members who were legislatively mandated to sit
on that panel: Jack Zink, Donald Allee, Mark McAndrews, Robert Maxwell, Deirdre
McGowan, Eugene Bishop and John Hardy.
MWRA really has a dedicated membership. Not once during my tenure has anyone
ever said “no” when I said I needed help with a project.
		
		
		

Closing with thanks, Anthony Hauer,
MWRA President
Natchez-Adams County Port

MWRA Mission Statement:
MWRA promotes the advancement of Mississippi rivers, ports and
harbors, coastal and inland waterways, flood control, recreation,
water development and management, water supply and all other
beneficial uses of water resources.

Calendar of Events 2012
June 12 - 13

Adopt-A-Stream Workshop, Seashore Methodist Assembly, Biloxi.
Information: www.mswildlife.org

July 24

MWRA Board of Directors Meeting, 1:30 PM,
MDOT Building, Jackson, MS.

August 28 - 30

The 30th Annual Tennessee-Tombigbee Development Opportunities
Conference at The Grand Hotel, Point Clear, Alabama.
Information: www.tenntom.org

Sept. 19 - 21

National Waterways Conference, Tunica, MS.
Information: www.waterways.org

Nov. 7 - 9

Mississippi Water Resources Association, IP Resort, Biloxi, MS.
Information: www.mswater.org

Nov. 13 - 15

Waterways Council, Inc., along with partners Informa Economics and
Waterways Journal, Fall Symposium, at the Four Seasons Hotel in
Houston, Texas. More information will follow.

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION REAUTHORIZATION
Conferees and staff continue to meet to hash out a long-term extension before the current program expires on
June 30th. In a letter to House leadership, NWC urged that any comprehensive freight strategy (1) recognize
the long-standing national policy that integrates federal-level responsibilities for water resources including
water transportation, most notably within the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and (2) require coordination of the
transportation aspects of water resources with other agencies, typically the Department of Transportation. We
expressed concerns about two provisions that would undermine the Corps’ primacy over water resources. Thank
you to all of you who urged support of our recommendations with your Congressional delegations. The letter is on
our website, www.waterways.org.
At this point, while there is encouraging discussion that a long-term bill could be agreed to before the July 4th recess,
there are other indications that an extension to September 30th, after the political conventions, is a possibility.
-- From National Waterways Conference

MDEQ BEGINS WORK ON 2012 CLEAN WATER NEEDS SURVEY
MDEQ is requesting the assistance of municipalities, counties, wastewater districts, storm water districts, and
consulting engineers statewide in documenting costs for any wastewater collection or treatment, storm water, or
non-point-source pollution control project needs for the 2012 Clean Watershed Needs Survey (CWNS).
EPA is conducting a nationwide survey for a report to Congress on the water pollution control needs in all 50
states and the U.S. territories. In Mississippi, MDEQ identifies the needs, gathers documentation of needs and
costs, and submits the documentation to EPA.
The CWNS provides a detailed estimate of the capital costs of needs eligible under the Clean Water State
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Revolving Fund (CWSRF) provisions of the Clean Water Act. The needs documented by MDEQ may ultimately
determine the level of future federal funds allocated to Mississippi. Therefore, it is advantageous to provide a
comprehensive documentation of all existing needs in order to ensure Mississippi receives its maximum allocation
of federal funds in the CWSRF program.
Only documentation dated after January 1, 2002 will be accepted into the CWNS. The CWNS allows for two
levels of documentation: one level for large communities (greater than 10,000) and a second level for small
communities (less than 10,000).
The MDEQ Construction Branch recently mailed copies of the Clean Watershed Needs Survey forms, along with
instructions, to large and small communities throughout the state. Electronic copies of these survey forms and
additional information on the CWNS can be found on the MDEQ website. Any questions concerning the CWNS
can be addressed to Tom Webb, Program Support Section, at MDEQ, P. O. Box 2261, Jackson, MS 39225-2261,
(601) 961-5136, or Tom_Webb@deq.state.ms.us.

BRENT CHRISTENSEN NAMED MDA HEAD
Gov. Phil Bryant has named Brent Christensen as the new head of the Mississippi Development Authority.
Christensen began his career at the Area Development Partnership in Hattiesburg. For the past ten years he has
served as President and CEO of the Gainesville Area Chamber of Commerce in Florida. Under his leadership, the
Chamber’s economic development arm has already, in 2012, announced two major investments that will result in
500 new jobs in Gainesville. Christensen stated, “On a broader front, I’m going to be a tireless advocate for creating
new businesses in Mississippi, expanding the businesses we have and attracting new employers to the state.”

SYKES STURDIVANT AS PRESIDENT, NATIONAL WATERWAYS CONFERENCE
Sykes Sturdivant is President of the Yazoo-Mississippi Delta Levee Board and
also President of the National Waterways Conference (NWC). Tunica, MS, is
the site for the 2012 NWC Annual Conference. The Levee Board was formed
in 1884, is headquartered in Clarksdale, and is comprised of all or portions of
10 Delta counties. The YMD Levee Board is responsible for maintaining 98
miles of mainline Mississippi River levee, 18 miles of backwater levees within
the Mississippi Delta, and 330 miles of interior rivers and streams.
It has been one year since the flood of 2011, and Sturdivant says it rivaled the
great floods of 1927 and 1937. With no loss of life and billions of dollars in
potential damages averted, Sturdivant feels that the system worked. However,
since the Delta is flat land, floodwater sits for weeks with no place to drain.
Then, when it rains, water from the hills runs down to the flat lands, bringing
silt, sand, sticks and trash, causing major blockage and backwash. The Yazoo
River Basin is 175 miles long and 40 miles wide and is responsible for the
drainage of some 8,900 square miles of land covering almost all of 12 counties. The YMD Levee Board is addressing
some of these issues such as cleaning out and restoring channel capacity to the Yazoo River and its tributaries. As
the project is completed, downstream channels will be better able to handle both interior water levels and discharge
from the hills.
Sturdivant says that the Upper Yazoo Project provides countless benefits to area residents without taxation – the
greatest being flood protection. Area lakes also benefit, which makes fishermen and environmentalists happy. His
agenda with NWC includes fostering relationships in Washington to tackle the many issues that face the water
resources community: “We must continue our efforts to convince Congress and the administration that the nation
can not survive without sound investments in water infrastructure.”
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HISTORY OF THE TENN-TOM
Somewhere near what is now the
midpoint of the Tennessee-Tombigbee
Waterway (Lowndes-Monroe Counties,
Mississippi area), Hernando DeSoto
and his band of a thousand men crossed
in 1541 en route from Florida to the
Mississippi River.
The first known recommendation to build
a water transportation route connecting
the Tennessee and Tombigbee Rivers was
made by a French explorer, the Marquis
de Montcalm, to Louis XV of France in
about 1760 or 1770. At that time, rivers were the only practical means of transporting supplies and commerce
from the coastal settlements to the hinterlands.
A connecting link between the two rivers was considered by the French explorer to be needed if the French were
successful in settling this region of the south.
In 1810, the citizens of Knox County, Tennessee (current location of Knoxville) petitioned the U.S. Congress to
build the waterway that would shorten the distance by more than 800 miles for trade with New Orleans, Mobile
and other ports along the Gulf of Mexico. Shortly after Alabama joined the union in 1819, the state hired an
engineer to survey its rivers, including a possible connection with the Tennessee River.
From the early 1800’s to about 1910, paddle-driven steamboats plied the free-flowing Tombigbee River carrying
passengers and goods as far north as Amory, Mississippi and returning with tottering stacks of cotton bales, logs and
other commodities. These vessels could operate only during those times of the year when river stages were high.
Many sank or were destroyed by boiler explosions and fires, but it was the arrival of the iron horse that brought the
end to the steamboat era.
The first engineering investigation of the waterway was conducted during the Grant Administration in 1874-75. The
study concluded that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers could build such a
project that included a total of 43 locks and a channel four feet deep, but its
commercial limitations made it impractical.
Another investigation of the project was conducted in 1913. This study
proposed a waterway with a six-foot channel and a total of 65 low-lift locks.
Congress, however, found its cost to be prohibitive and shelved the project.
Other studies were conducted by the Corps in 1923, 1935, 1938 and 1945
that eventually led to Congressional approval of the waterway in 1946. The
development of the Tennessee River by TVA, especially the construction of
the Pickwick Lock and Dam in 1938, helped decrease Tenn-Tom’s costs and
increase its benefits.
Strong opposition from key members of Congress from other regions of the
nation and from the railroad industry prevented any further development
of the waterway until 1968, when President Lyndon Johnson first budgeted
funds to start the project’s engineering and design.
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It is said that President John Kennedy had
agreed to endorse the Tenn-Tom and had
scheduled a meeting with the waterway’s
Congressional leaders to formally
announce his support for its construction,
but the meeting never occurred because of
his tragic and untimely death.
As part of his “Southern Strategy” for
reelection, President Richard Nixon
included $1 million in the Corps
of Engineers’ 1971 budget to start
construction of the Tenn-Tom. On May
25, 1971, the President traveled to Mobile,
Alabama, to participate with Governor
George Wallace and other elected officials from five states to symbolically start construction of the long-awaited
Tennessee-Tombigbee. However, the actual start of construction was delayed until December 1972 because of a
lawsuit filed against the waterway by a small group of environmentalists. The federal courts eventually ruled in favor
of the project.
A second lawsuit was filed by L&N Railroad (now CSX) and the Environmental Defense Fund of New York in
November 1976 to stop construction of the waterway. The plaintiffs alleged that the Corps had violated the National
Environmental Policy Act in designing and building the project and had abused its discretionary authority in altering
the project. This litigation lasted for some 7 years but the federal courts again ruled in favor of the project.
After assuming office, President Jimmy Carter announced plans to terminate funding for 19 water resource projects
and to study terminating 13 more, including the Tenn-Tom. Over 6,500 waterway supporters attended a public
hearing held in Columbus, Mississippi on March 29, 1977 as part of Carter’s review of the waterway.
This overwhelming outpouring of public support for the project led to the President withdrawing his opposition.
Later the Carter Administration selected the Tennessee-Tombigbee as a national demonstration program of how large
public works projects can favorably impact rural America. During its long history, no President has ever opposed the
Tenn-Tom.
After 12 years of construction at a total cost of nearly $2 billion, the Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway was completed
on December 12, 1984. The last plug of earth was removed from the waterway channel at Amory, Mississippi,
allowing the long-awaited mixing of the waters of the Tombigbee with those of the Tennessee River.
The Tenn-Tom officially opened to commerce on January 10, 1985 when the towboat Eddie Waxler, transporting nearly
2.7 million gallons of petroleum products, made its maiden voyage on the waterway.
A lottery was held to select the first commercial tow to transit the waterway.

DEDICATION OF THE TENN-TOM WATERWAY
The dedication of the completion of the waterway was held on June 1, 1985. Record hot temperatures did not deter
some 100,000 people, including many members of Congress, governors, and other elected officials, from attending
ceremonies in Columbus, Mississippi and Mobile, Alabama that day. During the previous week, numerous other
celebrations were held throughout the four-state waterway corridor from as far away as Paducah, Kentucky and
Gunterville, Alabama. One newspaper reporter observed that such public exuberance as had been displayed at the
Tenn-Tom events had not occurred in this region since the celebrations held at the end of World War II.
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The successful completion of the Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway had
to overcome many hurdles and pitfalls during its long history. Even after
construction was well under way, a small but well-organized group of
opponents exhausted all legal recourses in the federal courts as well as
aggressively lobbied the Congress to stop the project. In some cases, they
nearly succeeded. While some may give the credit to divine providence, it
was the dedication and untiring efforts of many waterway supporters that
not only overcame this opposition but other hurdles and helped culminate
this dream and hope of many generations. The contributions of many of
these leaders have been well documented, but regrettably history will not
record the labors of many others who helped make the waterway a reality.

NEWS FROM TOMBIGBEE RIVER VALLEY WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT
TO:		

“100” Supporters in Twelve Counties

FROM:

Steve Wallace, ED, TRVWMD

We hope things are going well for you and your responsibilities.
We recently surveyed our board concerning our presence at various meetings and events. There was an
overwhelming response in support of attending various events in Washington, Jackson and other group meetings. They said, “Our Presence was Important.”
We recently attended the “National Water Conference” yearly event in Washington, DC. We met with
our congressional delegation (Cochran, Wicker, Harper and Nunnelee). We discussed the following issues:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Beaver Program defunding
Water Shed Program defunding
The last 1,000 feet to intermodal transportation
The new FEMA flood maps
Crows Neck return to Corps of Engineers
Tiger IV Grant request to assist our ports (5).

We have made several trips to Jackson concerning our request to fund and hire another field crew.  At
present we have 37 open work orders and 18 months of work approved and waiting, and yours may be next.
We are contracting with MSU to provide research and plans related to the need for reliable clean water
in the future (20-year future). We need to identify the best sources and best distribution plans.
Thanks to the following board members for volunteering their personal time in Jackson and Washington:
Brooks, Jolly, Goodwin, Keith, Savely and Willis.
									Committed to “One Page Letters”
									Steve – 662-842-2131 (April 26, 2012)
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