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President’s Letter

INSIDE

Are you one of the 15% that will make an active
contribution to Mississippi Water Resources
Association this year? We need your ideas and
energy to make 2013 our best year ever.
Here are some ways you can help.
• Volunteer to help write a Factsheet on your
organization or your favorite water topic.
• Suggest topics for our public education
campaign theme – “Mississippi Means Water.”
• Recruit a young professional from your
organization to help us form a MWRA Future
Leaders Group.
• Volunteer to speak on the importance of water
at a meeting of civic clubs in your city.
• Recruit one new member from among your
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peer organizations.
• Join us on LinkedIn using the link http://www.linkedin.com/groups/MississippiWater-Resources-Association-4661342? and post a comment or question.
• Tell us what we can be doing better to serve Mississippi’s water needs.

“Mississippi Means Water” is a play on the Ojibwe language root of our state and
the river’s name, but it implies all the wonderful things water does for our state. We
are surrounded on three sides by the Great River, Mississippi Sound, and the TennTom Waterway. We have countless bays, lakes, and streams for fishing, boating,
swimming, and just watching the water go by. Waterborne transportation fuels
our economic growth and provides thousands of jobs. Irrigation feeds our crops
and aquaculture. We can turn on the tap and get all the clear, clean water we need
for our homes and industry. These are just a few of the topics we will cover in our
public education campaign, including scripted presentations. Will you help us get
the word out?
A special thanks to Elizabeth Stanga of Neel-Schaffer for accepting the responsibility
of MWRA PR Chair for 2013-2014, and to Betty Ann White of the Port of Pascagoula,
who has done yeoman’s work as MWRA PR Chair for several years. All of us will
miss her active participation at MWRA Board meetings! Welcome, Elizabeth.
Want to volunteer or ask a question? Write me at mcanally@ngi.msstate.edu.
Visit our web page: http://www.mswater.org/.
		
		
		
		

Best regards,
Bill McAnally
Mississippi State University
MWRA President

MWRA Mission Statement:
MWRA promotes the advancement of Mississippi rivers, ports and harbors,
coastal and inland waterways, flood control, recreation, water development and
management, water supply and all other beneficial uses of water resources.

Calendar of Events 2013
April 2-4

Mississippi Water Conference, MS Water Resources Research Institute,
Hilton Jackson. Information: http://www.wrri.msstate.edu

April 10

DEQ enHance Workshop, Jackson Marriott: “Environmental Leadership: A Smart
Business Choice.” For more information and to register, use this link: http://bit.ly/WeKYlY

April 24

2013 Intermodal Transportation Conference, MS World Trade Center,
Courtyard by Marriott Beachfront, Gulfport. Information: www.mswtc.org

August 27-30

Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway Development Opportunities Conference, Point Clear, 		
Alabama. Information: www.tenntom.org

November 6-8

MWRA Annual Conference, Holiday Inn, Vicksburg.
Information at www.mswater.org

&
INTERMODAL LEARNING CENTER
The Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway has announced a grant from the Appalachian Regional Commission
(ARC) for STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) training in school districts along the Waterway
Corridor. Superintendents from Oktibbeha, Clay, Tishomingo, Prentiss, Monroe, Lowndes, Itawamba and
Noxubee Counties met recently in Columbus to learn about the project.
The program being unveiled includes a hands-on curriculum which will enhance science, technology,
engineering, and math skills while introducing students to intermodal transportation and Waterway resources.
In addition RIDES (Roadways In Developing Elementary Students) and TRAC (Transportation and Civil
Engineering) resources will be provided to teachers, which will assist participating districts with the Common
Core Curriculum Standards.
RIDES is an educational outreach program developed for the Mississippi Department of Transportation.
Curriculum units titled Transportation and Energy, Roadway Geometry, Humans and Nature, and Designing Ways
take students on multiple adventures learning about transportation in relation to both math and science concepts.
At the heart of the TRAC program is the “TRAC PAC” of eight self-contained education modules featuring
professionally developed curricula that meet the national standards for science, technology, engineering and
mathematics. Each TRAC module contains a teacher reference guide, a volunteer guidebook, a movie showing
how each activity works, and the equipment, software, and supplies needed to perform up to 75 hands-on
activities related to: Bridge Design, Highway Safety, City Planning, Environmental Design, Traffic Technology
and Magnetic Levitation. TRAC also serves as a solution for a shortage in future workers in these key fields.
The Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway will partner with the Mississippi Department of Transportation to
provide this unique opportunity to enhance STEM education in ARC counties along the Waterway.
For more information contact: Agnes Zaiontz, Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway Transportation Museum &
Intermodal Learning Center, (662) 328-8936.
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CLIMATE READY WATER UTILITIES
EPA’s Climate Ready Water Utilities (CRWU) initiative assists the water sector, which includes drinking
water, wastewater, and stormwater utilities, in addressing climate change impacts. Through the development of
practical and easy-to-use tools, EPA promotes a clear understanding of climate science and adaptation options
by translating complex climate projections into accessible formats. This information helps utility owners and
operators better prepare their systems for severe weather such as Sandy and Katrina. Check the EPA’s web site
for tips, tools, and training: http://water.epa.gov/infrastructure/watersecurity/climate/index.cfm.

USEFUL REPORTS AVAILABLE
Two reports that may be helpful to MWRA’s port members:
1.
2.

U.S. Seaport Outlook 2012 (by Jones Lang LaSalle) at http://businessfacilities.com/2012/wp-content/		
uploads/2013/01/Seaport-Outlook-2012.pdf
Business Facilities article, “Seaports Safe Harbors for US Industrial Real Estate Sector” (Jan. 30, 2013).
http://businessfacilities.com/seaports-safe-harbors-for-u-s-industrial-real-estate-sector/?goback=%2
Egde_2919968_member_209599646

HIBBETT NEEL AWARDED ACEC/MS TEDDY ROOSEVELT AWARD FOR 2012
The 2012 recipient of the American Council of Engineering Companies Mississippi (ACEC/MS) Teddy Roosevelt Award is Hibbett Neel, President of
Neel-Schaffer, Inc., which he co-founded in 1983. The Teddy Roosevelt Award
is given for distinguished service to the engineering profession in going the extra
mile to improve conditions and the profession as a whole.
Neel received his undergraduate degree in civil engineering from Vanderbilt,
earned a master’s degree at the Georgia Institute of Technology, and served as
an officer in the U.S. Army. He has been an active member of the Institute of
Transportation Engineers for more than four decades and was recently elected
International Vice President. His numerous awards from this organization
include the 2011 Burton W. Marsh Distinguished Service Award and the ITE
Outstanding Service Award in 2000. He was recognized by the American Public
Works Association as Mississippi Member of the Year in 2000 and in 2004 by the American Society of Civil
Engineers, receiving the Diversity Champions Award for his work fostering diversity within the industry. He
received the 2007 American Council of Engineering Companies Community Service Award, and in 2009 the
National American Public Works Association recognized him with a lifetime achievement award.
Hibbett Neel’s community involvement includes the Mississippi Economic Council, Mississippi Blood
Services, Catholic Charities, Greater Jackson Foundation, Metro Jackson Chamber of Commerce, Keep Jackson
Beautiful, Leadership Jackson and Jackson 2000. He has committed both time and resources to Vanderbilt’s
School of Engineering as an active six-year member of Vanderbilt’s Engineering Alumni Council and the
Lewis Society.
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MEMBER FOCUS: PORT BIENVILLE
When we hear “Port Bienville,” few people realize it is home to 15 industries employing over 1,000 people in a
3,600-acre industrial park in Hancock County, MS. The port is situated almost on the Louisiana / Mississippi line
at the Pearl River. The port supports a wide range of international tenants with a twelve-foot draft channel to the
Gulf of Mexico. The tenants are also serviced by more than five miles of man-made canals, 16 miles of shortline
railroad, several shallow draft barge berths and easy access to Interstate 10. Port Bienville epitomizes the best in
intermodal connectivity!
To that end, Port Bienville has maximized the utilization of the Multi-modal Fund provided through the MS
Department of Transportation. The Fund provided the resources for the development of a Port Master Plan, which
has been extremely helpful in setting priorities and maximizing the benefits of the Fund. Other uses of the Fund
have included a truck turning lane, strengthening pavement and providing the necessary tenant support via rail.
International tenants? Port Bienville is a mini United Nations contributing substantially to enhanced balance of
trade numbers as its products leave the port for destinations both in the United States and around the world!
SABIC (Saudi Innovative Plastics) has recently added a specialty polypropylene compounding operation to the
facility, pushing employment to over 200. SABIC is a multi-billion-dollar company located in 35 countries and
is a wholly owned subsidiary of Saudi Basic Industries Corporation. The resins produced are molded into plastic
parts used in all-terrain vehicles, freightliner trucks, computer sensors, and refrigerators.

SABIC facility, Port Bienville
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DAK Americas, formerly Wellman, was purchased by this Mexican conglomerate with 180 employees at Port
Bienville, and produces plastic pellets used in the beverage industry and consumer goods. DAK supplies such
well-known names as Coca-Cola, Listerine, Johnson and Johnson shampoo and Gatorade.
Solvay is headquartered in Belgium and concentrates on high-performance polymers at Port Bienville. Mostly a
research center, Solvay does produce parts for the automotive industry at its Hancock County facility.

There’s more! SNF/Polychemie is France-based and produces liquid polymers. Its products, which are used in
water purification, are shipped to Russia, China, Korea and Japan. Not to be outdone, PSL North America is
headquartered in India with North American Headquarters at Port Bienville. This pipe manufacturing company
constructs large-diameter, high-pressure steel pipe ranging from 24” to 100” in diameter for use in the oil industry
and in the construction of factories.
There are other companies besides, all US-based. Their range of products covers metal fabricating, filtration
devices, lightweight casing for ammunition, and electrical systems. And of course, the port also provides
warehousing, packaging and repackaging services, stevedoring, tugs, barges, railcar wash and repair, and
shipping.
Port Bienville is a hidden jewel in southwest Mississippi. To learn more, contact the Hancock County
Development Commission at (228) 467-9231.
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MWRA Welcomes New Member
MWRA is pleased and proud to welcome Anvil Attachments, Slaughter, LA, as a new MWRA member. Territory
Manager Richard Sheridan exhibited at the MWRA Conference in Biloxi last year and subsequently joined
MWRA. Anvil Attachments offers clamshell buckets for all material-handling applications. Manufactured in
Slaughter with the highest quality materials and modular designs that feature the use of standard parts, Anvil
clamshell buckets offer the fastest delivery times and the largest selection of options in the industry. From its
offerings in hydraulic, cable, electro hydraulic and diesel hydraulic configurations, Anvil will have the attachment
that is right for your application.
Like its industry-leading clamshell buckets, Anvil Attachments offers grapples for all material-handling
applications. Manufactured in Slaughter, Louisiana with the highest quality materials and modular designs that
feature the use of standard parts, Anvil grapples offer the fastest delivery times and the largest selection of options
in the industry.

MWRA Public Relations and Marketing Initiatives
MWRA just completed “Breakfast with Our Legislators” on February 7 as a co-sponsor with three other modes
as part of the MS Intermodal Council. It was a spectacular event with brief but informative presentations from
the three Transportation Commissioners, MDOT Executive Director, important Legislative Committee Chairs and
others. The 2014 MIC Breakfast is tentatively set for February 6.
The MWRA display used for exhibits was destroyed by Hurricane Katrina – but a new one is in the process
of design and construction. It will be unveiled at the MWRRI Conference at the Hilton the first week of April.
Revised membership brochures will be available for pick-up as well as water- and river-oriented coloring books
for the younger set, courtesy of RiverWorks Discovery.
The revision of the MWRA web site (www.mswater.org) has been completed and it’s now up and running. The
revised MWRA Directory is at the printer, and members will receive their 2013 edition about the same time as this
newsletter is distributed.
In addition to Breakfast with Our Legislators next year, MWRA has a confirmed slot in the Capitol Rotunda on
Wednesday, January 22 to discuss the importance of water with legislators. A “pick-up” breakfast will be available
for the senators and representatives when they stop to discuss water resource issues.
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