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Do you ever feel like you need to know more 
to do your job really well?

Water resources work is complicated. It requires 
we know something about physics, chemistry, 
biology, geology, sociology, economics, and 
politics. Okay, we need to know a lot about 
politics, but that other stuff is important, 
too. We also have to stay up-to-date in our 
knowledge. A new book, The Half-Life of 
Facts, has the subtitle, “Why Everything We 
Know Has an Expiration Date.” It points out 
that some knowledge changes really fast (like 
computers) and some knowledge changes 
rather slowly (like the number of continents), 
but it all changes and water resources is no 

exception. How can we keep up with new tools and new information?

To keep their members’ knowledge current, most professional associations emphasize 
life-long learning – building on what we learn in school and on the job with reading, 
graduate courses, short courses, webinars, and conferences. Continuing education is 
even mandatory for many certifications, including the state Professional Engineer 
(P.E.) license. It’s just as vital for the rest of us.

How can MWRA help keep your knowledge current? Our annual conference now 
offers Professional Development Hours (PDH) credits and this year (November 6-8 
in Vicksburg) we are including an Ethics session with PDH (as requested by several 
members). We will also have sessions (and PDH) on Water Transportation, Water 
Management, and Water and the Political Process. What other sessions would you 
like to see at our annual conference?

Would a listing of water-related courses on our website be useful? There are lots 
of offerings out there, ranging from online graduate courses from each of our state 
universities to one-hour-long webinars that we can take without traveling. We 
could list Massively Online Open Courses (MOOCs) that are so much in the news 
recently. Let me know what you would like for your MWRA to be doing to keep 
us informed and up-to-date.

Want to suggest or ask a question? Write me at mcanally@ngi.msstate.edu.

Visit our web page: http://www.mswater.org/.

  Best regards,
  Bill McAnally
  Mississippi State University
  MWRA President
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MWRA Mission Statement:
MWRA promotes the advancement of Mississippi rivers, ports and harbors, 
coastal and inland waterways, flood control, recreation, water development and 
management, water supply and all other beneficial uses of water resources.
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Calendar of Events 2013

June 29 WaterFest, 2-6 PM, Old Trace Park, Ross Barnett Reservoir.
 Information:  Donetta McCullum-Weatherspoon at 601-961-5348 or www.rezonate-ms.org

August 27-30 Tenn-Tom Waterway Development Opportunities Annual Conference,
 Marriott’s Grand Hotel, Point Clear, AL.
 Information:  http://tenntom.org/tennessee-tombigbee-waterway-news/tennessee-   
 tombigbee-waterway-development-opportunities-conference/
 or Agnes Zaiontz, azaiontz@tenntom.org

November 6-8 MWRA Annual Conference, Holiday Inn, Vicksburg.
 Information at www.mswater.org or Deirdre McGowan, insightltd@msn.com

LIFELONG LEARNING 

Looking for a way to sharpen your skills, learn new technology, or earn Professional Development Hours 
(PDH)? 

Steven Covey’s best-selling book, The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People, lists “Sharpen the Saw” as a 
primary focus of successful professionals. Balancing and renewing our knowledge is a key element of success. 
But where do we begin?

Mississippi Water Resources Association, American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), American Water 
Resources Association (AWRA) and other organizations all offer PDH and stimulating discussions at their 
conferences and symposia. Some also offer webinars – short seminars that you can participate in from your 
home or office computer.

Webinars typically last 1 to 2 hours and cover a single topic with the speaker using PowerPoint slides and 
pre-distributed handouts. Participants can post questions or discussion items in a text box and the instructor 
addresses them in real time.

ASCE webinars (http://mylearning.asce.org/diweb/catalog/t/2125/c/79) include a diverse set of water topics, 
from Introduction to Navigation Engineering to Floodplain Mapping to Gray Water Reuse. They typically cost 
about $250, for which any number of people at a single site can sit in.

AWRA offers a webinar series on Integrated Water Resources Management (http://www.awra.org/webinars/
index.html) as a series of case studies featuring candid discussion and Q&A time. Registration is free to AWRA 
members and $250 for non-members.

Our Mississippi universities offer online graduate courses on water topics. Mississippi State University 
lists semester-long courses in Engineering (http://www.bcoelearning.msstate.edu/) such as hydrology, water 
quality modeling, and sedimentation. The Geosciences (http://www.distance.msstate.edu/geosciences/index.
html) department offers undergraduate and graduate courses in meteorology, hydrology, and environmental 
science. University of Mississippi (http://www.online.olemiss.edu/) and University of Southern Mississippi 
(http://www.usm.edu/elo/programs_courses_online_courses.php) also have online offerings in environmental 
sciences.

Whatever your learning objectives, there’s a course or a workshop out there waiting for you.
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PORT OF PASCAGOULA NEWS

The Port of Pascagoula was recently approved for $10 million in bond funds from the State of Mississippi to 
assist in the development of a marine terminal for exporting wood pellets. The new facility will be located in 
the port’s Bayou Casotte Harbor. The total cost of the project is estimated to be $28-$30 million. Additionally, 
the port will finance approximately $15 million and the terminal operator will provide $5 million.

The wood pellet manufacturing plant will be located in George County, Mississippi.

Port officials expect the terminal will be operational in early 2015.

The new facility will be located at the Port of Pascagoula’s Terminals E and F, which are served by the transit shed on the 
left. (The transit shed for Terminals G and H is on the right.) Plans are to tear down the shed at E and F to accommodate the 
infrastructure for receiving, storage, and load-out of the wood pellets.
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WATERFEST 2013 – PEARL RIVER VALLEY WATER SUPPLY DISTRICT

The Pearl River Valley Water Supply District (PRVWSD) was selected as the MWRA Member of the Quarter, 
partially based on the activities scheduled for WaterFest! PRVWSD is the state agency created to construct 
and manage the 33,000-acre Ross Barnett Reservoir and the 17,000 acres surrounding the lake. The District 
carries out its multi-purpose mission without any state or local tax dollars. Currently the District provides the 
water supply for the City of Jackson and approximately 5,000 District lease-holders. 

The District maintains the Reservoir dam regularly and monitors water quality working with the MS Dept. of 
Health and MS Dept. of Environmental Quality.

The District provides recreational opportunities that include managing 48 parks and recreational facilities 
for an estimated 2.5 million annual visitors. In conjunction with private and public sectors, the District has 
also developed four baseball/soccer complexes and two golf courses. The quality residential areas developed 
by the District include 66 subdivisions and over 5,000 homes to date. A thousand of these are waterfront 
properties with additional convenient water access provided by 22 public boat launches and five marinas.

And there is more at PRVWSD with the excitement of WaterFest 2013!  For the first time ever, WaterFest 
will be held in conjunction with the Annual Independence Day Celebration on Saturday, June 29, 2-6 p.m. at 
Old Trace Park in Ridgeland.
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WaterFest 2013 will feature live music; interactive displays; inflatables and water slides; face painting, 
children’s crafts, games and activities; educational exhibits and food vendors. All events are FREE!  

WaterFest, the signature event for Rezonate, is an annual event that spotlights the importance of protecting, 
restoring and improving the water quality of the Ross Barnett Reservoir. This is its second year to be held at 
Old Trace Park.

Partnering together to create an exceptional event, the Pearl River Valley Water Supply District, the Barnett 
Reservoir Foundation, and the Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality invite the public to learn 
and have fun!

The second Annual Independence Day Celebration sponsored by the Barnett Reservoir Foundation and the 
Pearl River Valley Water Supply District will be held at both Old Trace Park and Lakeshore Park featuring 
kid zones, climbing wall, live music, food vendors, a classic car cruise-in (Lakeshore Park only), military 
displays of jeeps and helicopters, and starting at 6 p.m., flyovers of military airplanes and historical aircraft.

Patrons of both parks will enjoy the lighted boat parade, starting at approximately 8 p.m. At 10 p.m., a grand 
fireworks display will be launched from a barge in the middle of the lake, making a beautiful display over the 
big water.
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MWRRI – A Center of Excellence for Watershed Management
In April 2013, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) designated Mississippi State University 
(MSU) as a Center of Excellence for Watershed Management. The Center’s primary purpose is to utilize the 
diverse talents and expertise within colleges and universities in various geographic areas of Mississippi to 
provide hands-on practical products and services to help communities identify watershed-based problems 
and develop and implement locally sustainable solutions. The Mississippi Water Resources Research Institute 
(MWRRI) will serve as the point of contact and primary coordinating entity for colleges and universities in 
Mississippi with water-related expertise.

To become a recognized Center of Excellence, an institution must demonstrate 
technical expertise in identifying and addressing watershed needs; involvement 
of students, staff and faculty in watershed planning, protection, and restoration; 
capability to involve the full suite of disciplines needed for all aspects of 
watershed management; financial ability to become self-sustaining; ability to 
deliver and account for results; willingness to partner with other institutions; and 
support from the highest levels of the organization.

“A watershed approach is one of the most effective frameworks to engage 
communities and address today’s water resource challenges,” said EPA Regional 
Administrator Gwen Keyes Fleming. “Ultimately, this designation will help fulfill 
our mutual goals to protect and restore water quality and improve the quality of 
life in our local communities.”

Some of the benefits of being a recognized Center of Excellence include receipt of EPA technical assistance 
where needed (instructors, speakers, etc.); promotion of the Center of Excellence to stakeholders; EPA letters 
of support for grant opportunities; and identification of opportunities for Center of Excellence involvement in 
local and regional watershed issues.

In addition to helping build local stake-holder capacity, MWRRI will also work with colleges and universities 
in Mississippi to build their capacity to teach environmental and watershed management approaches to both 
traditional and non-traditional students. The Center of Excellence reflects a collaborative work effort of MWRRI 
through MSU, EPA, and the Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality.

 G. Wayne Wilkerson, ASLA, is Director 
of the MS Water Resources Research 
Institute at MSU 
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This edited WRDA Summary comes to us from Louisiana’s Senator David Vitter:

This week, in the Senate, we got it right. In an overwhelmingly bipartisan vote, we passed the Water 
Resources Development Act (WRDA), which will bring huge benefits. WRDA is one of the single most 
significant pieces of legislation that we’ll vote on this year and we moved this through the Senate very 
efficiently. We reform the Corps of Engineers, streamline flood protection projects and improve our 
waterways and infrastructure, all in one bill.

Chairman Barbara Boxer (D-CA) and Sen. David Vitter (R-LA) wrote the WRDA bill and passed it out 
of committee in March. Numerous amendments have been submitted and considered since then. WRDA 
provides critical flood protection for communities across the country.

Often times our water infrastructure projects and flood protection projects move at a snail’s pace, but WRDA 
will speed up water infrastructure projects and reform the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Projects like the 
studies for the West Shore Hurricane Protection and Southwest Hurricane Protection will be accelerated. The 
legislation is estimated to create up to 500,000 new jobs nationwide.

Below are some of the specific provisions in WRDA that will benefit Gulf Coast states:

• Provides for increased expenditures from the Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund to dredge all Mississippi   
 River and waterways to their constructed width and depth.

• Provides authority for the Corps to perform future levee lifts on the Hurricane Protection System.

• Provides a new innovative way for communities to receive federal loans to construct critical water and   
 wastewater facilities.

• Makes it easier to repair and rehabilitate non-Federal levees.

• Requires the Corps to review levee vegetation policy and provide for regional and watershed variances.

• Creates a pilot program aimed at eliminating red tape and expediting backlogged Corps projects by    
 delegating more project management responsibility to state and local governments.

WRDA still awaits consideration and approval in the U.S. House of Representatives.

WRDA SUMMARY 
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Attendees:

Robert Burt   Ports & Waterways Division, MDOT
Eugene Bishop  Executive Director, Yellow Creek Port
Robert Maxwell  Port Director, Port of Rosedale
Mark McAndrews  Port Director, Port of Pascagoula
Greg Deakle   Executive Director, Itawamba County Port Authority
Steve Landry   Port Director, Hancock County Development Commission
Wayne Mansfield  Executive Director, Warren County Port Commission
Matthew Wypyski  Interim Executive Director, MS State Port Authority at Gulfport
Anthony Hauer  Port Director, Natchez-Adams County Port
 (designee of MWRA Executive Director)
John Webb   MS State Port Authority at Gulfport
Chad Fulton   Associate Manager-Finance, MS Development Authority

Twelve applications, totaling $6,406,630.38, were submitted against the $3.8 million available.     
  

The Committee discussed the projects, the ports’ needs, and levels of importance.  A motion to approve the 
projects and the amounts to be distributed was made by Greg Deakle and seconded by Robert Maxwell.  The 
Committee voted unanimously to approve the motion.  The approved projects and amounts allocated are as 
follows:
 Amount 
Port     Project          Awarded
 
Port of Pascagoula Repair/Replace Bulkhead $   600,000.00
Port of Greenville Rail Upgrade $   370,000.00
Natchez-Adams County Port Purchase Railcar Mover $   375,000.00
Port of Amory Upgrade-Repair Rail Spur $   200,000.00
Clay County Port   Acquire & Install Laminated Rubber
 Fender Sections on Main Pier $     70,000.00
Lowndes County Port Roadwork - Curve Reconstruction $   310,000.00
Port of Rosedale Road Repair $   750,000.00
Hancock Co. (Port Bienville) Sheet Pile Bulkhead $   450,000.00
Yellow Creek Port New Access Road $   550,000.00
Yazoo County Port Dock Repair $   125,000.00
Claiborne County Port Road Paving $             0 .00
Yellow Creek Port Rail Track Repair $             0 .00
      
 TOTAL AWARDED: $3,800,000.00

REPORT OF PORT MULTIMODAL CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND PROJECT 
SELECTION COMMITTEE MEETING, MAY 16, 2013
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