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President’s Letter
MWRA needs you!
We all want our Mississippi Water Resources Association to stay relevant
and vital, and your active participation makes it happen. Please look over
the activities below and tell me where you will contribute
•

MANAGEMENT•TRANSPORTATION•RECREATION

U.S. Congressman Alan Nunnelee will be our keynote speaker at this
year’s Annual MWRA Conference, October 29-31 in Tupelo. We need
sponsors to step up and help us put on a conference that will showcase
our vitality and the importance of water to Mississippi’s quality of life
and economic growth. Will your organization provide a sponsorship?
• The new Water Management Council serves our members in managing
water quantity and quality, recreation, flood control, and environmental
protection. The Council will sponsor a special symposium on water
management on October 29, the day before our Annual Conference.
Jonathan Pote, Chair of the Water Management Council, welcomes ideas
for the symposium and for other steps we can take to better serve our
members. How will you help?
• Our new Ports and Waterways Council, led by Greg Deakle, is working
hard to ensure that MDOT’s intermodal program is supported and
continues to grow Mississippi’s economy. They also share information
on trends in port management. Got suggestions?
• Can you offer advice on your technical specialty? This year we will kick
off a new “Ask a Water Expert” feature on our webpage. We need a
list of people willing to offer a quick opinion on questions about water
resources. The question I get most often is how to keep algae out of
ponds (the answers are available in a booklet published by the MSU
Extension Service), but all of us have questions and there’s someone
among our members who can help. Will you volunteer?
• Mississippi state legislators loved the FAST FACTS that we handed
out at the Capitol on January 22. These one-page information sheets
about our member organizations are popular with everyone because
they make the case for water’s importance and publicize the efforts of
our members. If you’d like for MWRA to help publicize your efforts on
behalf of Mississippi water, just let me know and I’ll work with you to
make it happen.
• Can you give a talk to a civic organization or club? I’ve recently given
talks on the great Mississippi River Flood of 1927, and it really gets
people’s attention. If you have a project presentation that promotes your
organization’s role in water resources, let me know and we’ll publicize
it on the MWRA web page.
• Are we overlooking some great way to advance the cause of water in
Mississippi? If so, tell me about it.
		
		
Bill McAnally
		
President
		
whmcanally@gmail.com
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MWRA President appoints
port multi-modal fund committee
In accordance with Sec. 65-1-705, Multi-Modal Fund Committee, of the
Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended, William McAnally, MWRA
President, appointed the following to one-year terms on the Mississippi
Port Multi-Modal Fund Committee:
Steve Landry
Port Director
Hancock County
Development Commission
Mark L. McAndrews
Port Director
Port of Pascagoula
Jonathan Daniels
Executive Director
Mississippi State Port
Authority at Gulfport
Whitney Hurt
Director
Yazoo County Port

Anthony Hauer
Port Director
Natchez-Adams County Port
John Hardy
Port Director
Lowndes County Port Authority
Brenda Buck
Director
Port of Claiborne County
Dr. Deirdre McGowan
Executive Director of MWRA
will also serve as
specified by the law
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“train the trainer” webinars
On January 14, EPA and the U.S. Department of Agriculture conducted the first of five planned “train-the-trainer”
webinars to train small and rural water and wastewater system professionals to assess their system operations and
make improvements in priority areas using the agencies’ “Rural and Small Systems Guidebook to Sustainable Utility
Management” and “Workshop in a Box” tools. More than 320 participants from 47 states participated in the webinar.
Webinar participants will be able to use these tools and the training they’ve received to work with small systems and
communities throughout the country, providing workshops on sustainable utility management. At least four additional
train-the-trainer workshops are planned this year.
http://water.epa.gov/infrastructure/sustain/watereum.cfm

Water infrastructure trust fund proposed
Four Republican and three Democratic Congressional Representatives introduced H.R. 3582, Water Trust Fund Act of
2013, to establish a Water Infrastructure Investment Trust Fund.
Contributions to the Trust Fund by water-intensive industries would be voluntary, with the Treasury Department
providing in return a product label to inform consumers that the manufacturer, producer, or importer of the product
and other stakeholders participate in the Fund and are contributing to America’s clean water.
If passed into law, the proposal will establish an innovative financing program to make financial assistance available
for projects eligible for assistance from a state water pollution control revolving fund established pursuant to FWPCA.
The bill was assigned on November 21, 2013 to the House Energy and Commerce Committee, which will consider it
before possibly sending it on to the House as a whole.

port of pascagoula infrastructure improvements
The Port of Pascagoula is upgrading infrastructure
in and out of the Bayou Casotte Harbor for emerging
business in the state of Mississippi. Current rail
track capacity and configuration does not support
the growing needs for the future of the port. More
immediately, the port seeks to be able to handle
65 to 70 car unit trains of wood pellets from inland
eastern Mississippi origins. The port recently
received a $14 million TIGER grant that will assist
in funding the rail improvements.
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ayne Wilkerson, the director of the Mississippi Water Resources Research Institute
MWRRI), announced his retirement in January.
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“Joe understands the complex issues, as well as the multi-faceted challenges, that help determine
effective management of our state’s water resources,” a colleague said.

Neel-schaffer ranks 197 on enr top 500 design firms

Neel-Schaffer, Inc., a consulting engineering and planning company, earned the ranking of 197 in the 2013 Top 500
Design Firms in the country by Engineering News-Record (ENR). “As we celebrate our 30th year of operation, our
employees’ commitment to client service continues to be the driving force of the ranking of Neel-Schaffer,” commented
Hibbett Neel, President of Neel-Schaffer. “It is our mission to serve our clients as an extension of their staff, and each
year we develop new services that will further assist them in meeting their needs and goals.”
The Top 500 Design Firms list, which is published in April, ranks the 500 largest firms in the country based on
design-specific revenue made over the past year. Neel-Schaffer has continually ranked in the top 300 since 1998. This
year Neel-Schaffer ranked 197, up from last year’s ranking of 211. It is the only Mississippi-based engineering firm in the
Top 500.
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fisher appoints whittington as director of the office of land and water resources
Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) Executive Director Trudy Fisher
selected Kay Whittington to serve as the Director of the Office of Land and Water Resources.
Whittington replaces Richard Ingram, who retired October 31.
“Kay Whittington brings to this position a wealth of knowledge and experience in all aspects
of our state’s water resources. Kay is already working with the Office of Land and Water
Resources on numerous water issues and through her work over the years has established key
relationships with stakeholders all across the state. When I think of water resources, I think of
Kay Whittington,” said Fisher.
Kay Whittington has been with MDEQ for 16 years and has served as Chief of the Basin Management Branch in MDEQ’s
Surface Water Division since 2009. Through the Basin Management Program, Kay has focused on working with partners
throughout Mississippi to identify the highest priority water resources issues and collectively focus resources to protect
and restore those high-priority water bodies.

delta sustainable water resources task force addresses water needs in the region
The first meeting in 2014 of the Delta Sustainable Water Resources Task Force took place in January hosted by the
Governor’s Office. In 2011, MDEQ Executive Director Trudy Fisher formed the executive-level multi-agency and
multi-organization Task Force to develop and implement approaches that will result in sustainable water resources for
agriculture, fisheries, and wildlife in the Delta. While state law designates MDEQ to manage the state’s water resources,
Director Fisher realized that addressing demands on the Mississippi River Valley Alluvial Aquifer required building a
consensus among federal and state agencies, private organizations, and users.

L-R: Kay Whittington, MDEQ, Don Gant, producer and Vice President of Mississippi Farm
Bureau, Randy Knight, President of Mississippi Farm Bureau, Rob Abbay, producer and
Chair of Yazoo Mississippi Delta Joint Water Management District, Pierce Moore,
Governor’s Office, Trudy Fisher, MDEQ
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“Together we have a clearly defined objective of sustainable water supplies in our Delta, and we know there is urgency
in finding solutions to the challenges we are facing. Through a team effort, this Task Force is addressing the complex
issues and working on solutions that will benefit the region and the state,” said Fisher.
Water needs in the Delta are broad and include personal consumption, irrigation, aquaculture, fisheries and aquatic
habitat, wetlands, wildlife, and waste water assimilation. More than 17,000 permitted irrigation wells screened in the
shallow Mississippi River Valley Alluvial Aquifer are used for irrigation and aquaculture, and they pump approximately
1.5 billion gallons of groundwater each day. However, this pumpage demand has exceeded the recharge to the aquifer,
resulting in continuing overbalances of groundwater withdrawals versus aquifer recharge and notable water-level
declines in the aquifer.

L-R: Buck Falls, producer and YMD board member, Trudy Fisher,
MDEQ, George King, producer and representing Delta Council, Rob
Coker, producer and representing Delta F.A.R.M., and Buddy Allen,
producer and representing the Mississippi Soil and Water
Conservation Commission.

The Task Force continues to cooperatively research, discuss, and implement measures to address long-term water
needs in the Delta. That includes conjunctive water management, which is managing the coordinated use of surface
and groundwater; identification and evaluation of alternative surface water supplies; advancement of irrigation
efficiency and conservation practices; understanding historical trends, current status, water use, and water budgets as
a management tool; modeling future scenarios for planning and implementation purposes; monitoring and assessing
water resources information; identifying and developing economic incentives and funding sources; implementing a
program for producers to measure water used for irrigation and waterfowl management; and outreach on the issue to
stakeholders.
The Task Force is comprised of the Yazoo Mississippi Delta Joint Water Management District, Delta Council, Delta
F.A.R.M., Mississippi Farm Bureau, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service,
the Mississippi Soil and Water Conservation Commission, and MDEQ.
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mississippi silicon to locate at yellow creek port
Mississippi Silicon will locate a new metal production facility in the Yellow Creek Port Industrial Park on the Tenn-Tom
Waterway in Tishomingo County.
Executives from Mississippi Silicon had endless praise recently for the work of local development officials for helping
them successfully locate in Tishomingo County. After many years of developing infrastructure like that at the Waterway
Industrial Park, and advertising what Tishomingo County has to offer, the efforts are beginning to see results and are
contributing to Mississippi’s role in the “fastest-growing economic development” region in the country, from South
Carolina to Texas.
Mississippi Silicon Chairman of the Board John Correnti also praised late Congressman Jamie Whitten and late Senator
John Stennis for “that big ditch out there” – referring to the Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway. He noted that the
Tenn-Tom has opened up north Mississippi for the influx of development it has seen in the last 15 years, including
a steel manufacturing cluster at Yellow Creek Inland Port that employs more than 400 people at half a dozen steel
processing facilities. Structures and products like those built at the Port are dependent on dependable, efficient ways
of transporting items to the client, and water transportation allows for that. Correnti said that if the Tenn-Tom was in
Europe, it would be lined along all of its banks from Tennessee to Mobile, Alabama.
The Port also owns the Northeast Mississippi Waterway Industrial Park, in which it has invested more than $10 million
in infrastructure improvements in recent years, to make it marketable to companies like Mississippi Silicon. The Yellow
Creek State Inland Port Authority engineered and built a $2.6 million barge notch (place to dock large barges) to do
exactly what Mississippi Silicon needs it to do, explained Eugene Bishop, executive director at the Port.
When completed, the silicon metal manufacturing plant will provide 200 jobs paying around $50,000 a year, officials
have stated. At the “groundbreaking” January 13, Governor Phil Bryant and executives from Mississippi Silicon and its
parent company Rima Holdings, USA, were on hand to speak to the gathered crowd.
Mississippi Silicon is investing $200 million in the construction of the plant, and Mississippi Development Authority is
providing assistance through the Mississippi Industry Incentive Financing Fund for construction and workforce training
needs, as well as New Market Tax Credits. Tishomingo County and Tennessee Valley Authority provided assistance for
the project as well.
The new facility will produce silicon metal for a broad range of industries in the United States including the aluminum,
automotive and chemical industries. Mississippi Silicon’s high-tech facility is expected to be one of the most efficient
and cost-competitive silicon metal production facilities in the world. It will be the first silicon plant built in the western
hemisphere in forty years, said Ricardo Vicintin, president and CEO of Rima Holdings.
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