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President’s Letter
WATER: WHO PAYS?
We can all agree that water is essential. We can’t seem to agree on who
pays or how much to pay. If you care about these issues, please write me
at whmcanally@gmail.com.
Sufficient supplies of good quality water are required for us to stay alive.
Water has been called the new oil because we have only a finite supply under
increasing pressure from growing population, agricultural and industrial
production, transportation, and recreation. Too little water produces
devastating drought. Too much water produces floods. Only in the “Just
Right” Goldilocks zone are we safe.
Who pays for “Just Right” water? Should user fees bear the cost or should
federal, state and local taxes subsidize our water use?
Example: The bi-partisan Biggert-Waters Act was supposed to put the U.S.
National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) on a sound financial footing by
eliminating federal subsidies, among other measures. However, the very
real pain of homeowners and businesses having to pay the real cost of flood
insurance caused Congress to agree on another bipartisan bill restoring
federal subsidies. Who pays? We all pay through taxes to bail out the NFIP.
Example: The City of Jackson is under a Consent Decree to repair its sewer
system, estimated to cost $400M. Who pays? Should water and sewer rates
rise or should taxpayers pay the bill?
Example: Mississippi’s recreational waterways are among the best in the
world. Boat ramps, campgrounds, swimming holes, picnic sites, and fishing
holes abound just minutes from our homes. The Pat Harrison Waterway,
Tombigbee River Valley Water Management District and Tenn-Tom Waterway,
Sardis Reservoir, oxbow lakes in the Delta, and Gulf Coast beaches are all
jewels. It takes money to keep all of them safe, clean, and enjoyable, but
who pays? Should user fees cover the cost or should taxpayers subsidize
them? Which taxpayers?
Give me your thoughts. Are there solutions that MWRA can support? Write
to me and we’ll publish the best letters in the next edition of MWRA Water
Views.
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members in the news

Congratulations to Neel-Schaffer, Inc., which is once again ranked
among the nation’s Top 500 Design Firms by Engineering NewsRecord, coming in at 199th on ENR’s prestigious list for 2014. It
marks the 20th consecutive year Neel-Schaffer has been included in
ENR’s Top 500. Neel-Schaffer is the only Mississippi-based firm that
is ranked among the top 200 nationally by ENR.
“Retaining our standing on this list is a testament to the hard work
of our employees across the company,” said Hibbett Neel, NeelSchaffer’s President. “It is our mission to serve our clients as an
extension of their staff, and each year we develop new services
that will further assist them in meeting their needs and goals.” The
Top 500 Design Firms list, published annually in April, is based on
design-specific revenue earned over the past year.
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Ribbon-cutting, pearl river basin development district

The Pearl River Basin Development District and the Hancock County Board of Supervisors held a ribbon-cutting
ceremony for the new office building at Mcleod Park in Kiln, MS, on Thursday, April 24. The new office building
was constructed by FMA, Inc. for $427,700. The Pearl River Basin provided $150,000 for this project, and
$277,700 in Tideland Funds was provided by the Department of Marine Resources. The Hancock County Board of
Supervisors did all the dirt work and paving.
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funding availability for Municipalities

EPA’s Office of Wastewater Management is making available $335,000 in technical assistance for communities seeking
technical support to develop an integrated planning approach to meeting Clean Water Act requirements for municipal
wastewater and stormwater management. The primary purpose of the technical assistance is to help EPA develop
practical examples of how to implement the different steps in developing an integrated plan in order to provide useful
information to communities across the nation that are interested in integrated planning.
Interested communities are encouraged to respond to EPA’s request for letters of interest, which must be received by
June 27, 2014, 5:00 p.m. EST. EPA anticipates providing assistance to five communities.
If additional funding becomes available, EPA may return to the applicant pool identified through this request to select
additional recipient communities. Learn more here.
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ifdr7UrcL5lA_6LgXJ00xcAovZ1qn6arQCUo7kzcGRST99VNWhc-lbfFHwyfFE8wx_
f9Db-41eixsIaCk0Q3DglNATZKALtGQKYC3qqvgPt6QfwMQ xDmtYpVLe7XCh19-cv09i_JdLp3k3kfUKX-FuVJHUge6eXoEkXCafsyFNHdbeyFtZC_G4ryRITbjotzFm_gcmaJD0=&c=0PTtg90L2gf3tFbSRUiS9rsKJ6SMneFAv7vWDfF-ZIjHyTTBdew8w==&ch=gO51-U1-zS2xCLHtdciFjbZQZc1NfgIKUfPRHnZINVHI9N5Cd0sTCw==]

Wrda passes senate overwhelmingly 91-7

Passage of WRDA is a huge win for Mississippi that will provide significant coastal restoration, hurricane and flood
protection, reforms to the Corps, accelerated projects, and of course, jobs. It’s easily one of the most important bills
to pass this year, and it got done with a strong bipartisan and open process. WRDA provides critical hurricane and
flood protection for communities across the country.
The final bill has several provisions that directly benefit the following:
• Critical reforms to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers that expedite project delivery and penalize the Corps for
missing deadlines
• Authorization for the Corps to perform future levee lifts for the hurricane protection system
• Increase in Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund expenditures, prioritization for funding for high- and medium-use ports,
and an increase in the threshold for 100% Corps operations and management responsibility from 45-ft to
50-ft channels.
Included is $439 million toward projects to restore barrier islands that act as a storm shield. Other parts of the
Corps plan, issued in 2009, call for mitigation against salt water intrusion and shoreline erosion, as well as ecosystem
restoration and fish and wildlife preservation.
		
From a press release by Sen. David Vitter (R-LA), May 22, 2014
		
and Sun Herald article May 16, p. 3A
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senate committee approves $27 million for special-ops training
HANCOCK COUNTY — More than $27.5 million has been included in a Senate spending bill to further develop Special Operations forces training facilities at the Stennis Space Center in Mississippi. (Many of you will remember the informative
presentation on the Special-Ops Training at Stennis when the MWRA Annual Conference was held in Bay Saint Louis!).
The Senate Appropriations Committee approved the FY2015 Military Construction and Veterans Affairs (MilCon-VA) Appropriations Bill in May. The measure is now cleared for consideration by the Senate.
U.S. Sen. Thad Cochran (R-MS), senior member of the Senate Appropriations Committee, supported the inclusion of
$17.2 million to expand the Western Maneuver Area, a 3,800-acre Special Operations training area that opened in June
2008 at Stennis. The senator also endorsed a $10.3 million appropriation to support the Naval Small Craft Instruction and
Technical Training School, also at Stennis.
“The Special Operations facilities at Stennis have proven to be so useful that it is a struggle to schedule time for all the
forces that can benefit from training there. The improvements that this bill would fund would help resolve that longrange problem and assure better training capacity for military personnel,” said Cochran, who is also vice chairman of the
Senate Defense Appropriations Subcommittee.
				

Mississippi Business Journal, May 22, 2014

trvwmd - an overview

Do you ever wonder what a “Water District” does? Steve Wallace, Executive Director of the Tennessee River Valley Water
Management District, was kind enough to send an overview for the MWRA newsletter.
He writes, “We all do very different things under the same laws that created the ‘Water Districts.’ I cannot explain what
each does but I will share with you concerning the TRVWMD work and HB-179 that created TRVWMD.
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“We are governed by a 31-member board and work in 12 counties at the will and pleasure of 60 supervisors. We deal
with many other government groups both state and federal. On a regular basis we have contact with USA Corps of Engineers, Tennessee Valley Authority, Natural Resources Conservation Service, MS Department of Environmental Quality,
MS Department of Finance and Administration, members of the MS House and Senate, MS Legislative Budget Office, MS
Department of Wildlife, Fisheries & Parks, MS Department of Archives and History, National Waterways Conference, and,
of course, MS Water Resources Association!
“This doesn’t even reflect the other functions such as relationships with The Nature Conservatory, maintaining +/- 50
miles of pre-waterway canals, as well as repairing and maintaining 25 lakes in the Town Creek Watershed. TRVWMD
‘owns’ the 2900-acre John Bell Williams Wildlife Management Area and about 700 acres included in the Kemper Lake.
“On an ongoing personal basis we are communicating with 60 supervisors, 6 engineering firms, 16 mayors and 31 directors and have frequent contact with various people in Washington.

“We are involved to some extent with water resources, beaver control, tornado and flood cleanup, erosion control, lowweight bridge repair, drainage restoration, pipe installation, dike construction, rip-rap placement, debris-drift removal,
pile driving and cap placement, levee repair, clearing and grubbing, bank stabilization, and bush-hogging channel rights
of way.
“But that’s not enough! We will also inspect about 120 jobs per year and build about 40, consisting of 110,000 feet of
channel, ditch, creek; 1800-2000 acres drained; 2000 tons of stone; repair rebuild 12-16 bridges; bush-hogging requiring
about 2000 man hours, and so many beaver dams we quit counting.”
Many MWRA members may be unaware of the scope of work involved with a Water Management District – special
thanks to Steve Wallace for forwarding this information and insight.

Mcdermott international to create 100 new jobs as port of
gulfport’s newest tenant

GULFPORT -- Commissioners for the Mississippi State Port Authority have finalized a lease agreement with McDermott
International Inc. to locate and operate a spoolbase pipe fabrication facility at the Port of Gulfport. The facility will support the oil services industry, leaders said in a news release.
McDermott expects to invest in the facilities of the port’s east pier and will employ about 100 full-time employees.
The tenant lease is for an initial 10-year term and provides for three additional 10-year extensions. “This is a great day
for Gulfport and the state of Mississippi,” said John Rester, MSPA Board of Commissioners President. “This break-bulk
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operation will result in significant tonnage growth at the port, and that tonnage increase drives employment.”
Construction is expected to begin in the third quarter of 2015, with operations projected to get under way in the first
quarter of 2016. Current warehousing along the east pier will be demolished prior to construction. “Gulfport’s wellestablished port with coastline access makes it a prime location for the operation of a spoolbase,” said Tony Duncan,
executive vice president of Subsea.
“This facility complements our efficiency and our high-performance vessels,” he said. “We will be ideally positioned to
serve a wide range of our clients’ needs from this base in the Gulf of Mexico.”
Gov. Phil Bryant said the announcement “is one of many recent positive accomplishments of the Port Restoration
Program.” The Port of Gulfport “is an important economic driver for South Mississippi, and the investments we are
making today will position the region for growth for years to come.”
Following the successful completion of the current Environmental Impact Statement process through the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, the port may expand the southern end of the east pier by 15 acres for McDermott’s use. “Today’s
announcement is evidence that our recruitment and marketing efforts are starting to pay dividends,” said Jonathan
Daniels, MSPA Executive Director and CEO. “We will continue our aggressive efforts to create jobs and opportunities at
the Port of Gulfport for the people on the Gulf Coast,” he said.
									

By April Havens, ahavens@aol.com

clean water act proposal draws comments
A long-expected notice of proposed rulemaking concerning the jurisdictional scope of the Clean Water Act has been
released by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and Corps of Engineers. According to the two agencies, the
rulemaking seeks to “clarify” which streams and wetlands fall within the scope of the Act.
The agencies state that the proposed rule clarifies that most seasonal and rain-dependent streams and wetlands near
rivers and streams fall within Clean Water Act jurisdiction. Waters like wetlands, ponds, and lakes that lack direct
hydrologic connections to other water bodies may fall within the Act’s jurisdiction through a case-specific analysis. The
agencies further state that the proposed rule preserves the Clean Water Act exemptions and exclusions for agriculture.
Additionally, EPA and the Corps have coordinated with the U.S. Department of Agriculture to develop an interpretive
rule to ensure that 53 specific conservation practices that protect or improve water quality will not be subject to Section
404 dredged or fill permitting requirements.
Despite the agencies’ contention that the proposed rule does not apply to any new types of waters that have not
historically been covered under the Clean Water Act and that it is consistent with the Supreme Court’s interpretation
of the Act, the proposal was widely criticized on Capitol Hill and by farm groups. Released within days of both agencies’
scheduled budget hearings, both Assistant Secretary of the Army (Civil Works) Jo-Ellen Darcy and EPA Administrator
Gina McCarthy faced questions on the proposed rule. House Appropriations Chairman Hal Rogers (R-KY) called the
proposal “the biggest land grab in the history of the world,” and he vowed to do everything within the committee’s
authority to prevent the rule from going into effect. The proposed rule was released by the agencies on March 25 and
subsequently published in the Federal Register on April 21. Comments are due July 21.
Additional information can be found at www.epa.gov/uswaters.
							
National Waterways Conference April 2014 Newsletter
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gulf lng clears hurdle to become export facility
Gulf LNG Terminal in Pascagoula will start its early environmental review process to add liquefaction and export
capabilities after just receiving approval from the U.S. Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. The project requires new
or additional in-tank pumps, piping modifications, and valves and control systems to provide for bi-directional operation
and tie-ins to the new facility, among other work.
The $1.1 billion Gulf LNG terminal opened in 2011 to import liquefied natural gas. But the market changed as U.S.
gas production jumped in recent years and there is no need for imports – now the profit lies with exporting. Gulf LNG
obtained federal approval in 2012 from the U.S. Department of Energy to export 11.5 million tons of LNG a year by
tankers out of the Port of Pascagoula to countries approved under the Free Trade Agreement. If the company receives
the requested approval for the new capabilities, it would result in an $8 billion investment to the Pascagoula facility.
Meanwhile, the Jackson County Board of Supervisors approved a $5 million loan to upgrade an under-utilized wharf so
that it will be able to handle liquid bulk cargo for a new shipper. The wharf will be used to transport xylene, a solvent
used in airplane fuel, gasoline and other products. The Chevron Pascagoula Refinery will actually pay off the loan.
							Sun Herald, April 22, p 7A and May 24, 6B
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