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MWRA Annual Conference, Golden Nugget,
Biloxi. Mark your calendars. More information
will follow.

PRESIDENT’S LETTER
MWRA has recently set up a Ports Council,
which I chair, and a Water Council, chaired by
Jonathan Pote. I asked the MWRA BOD at the
February 4 meeting in Jackson if they thought
setting up a ports dinner with members of the
legislature involved with transportation and
ports would be a good idea. All felt this would
be a good event. I will proceed with getting this initiated.
I also reported on the announcement of dredge funding for this
year. In a press statement today, Sen. Thad Cochran reported on
funding for Mississippi for dredging, levees, maintenance and
other critical work in the state. Rosedale Harbor will receive $1.5
million, Greenville Port $824,000, Vicksburg Harbor $942,000 and
the mouth of the Yazoo River $1,034,000. The Corps will use $2.98
million to make upgrades to the Jamie Whitten Lock and Dam on the
Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway and dike improvements in Monroe
County.
Robert Maxwell
MWRA Mission Statement:
MWRA promotes the advancement of Mississippi rivers, ports and harbors,
coastal and inland waterways, flood control, recreation, water development and
management, water supply and all other beneficial uses of water resources.

MWRA WATER DAY AT THE CAPITOL
Our MWRA Day at the Capitol was January 14,
and we had a good turnout of both participants
and attendees. MWRA served up an array
of beverages (orange juice, coffee and two
kinds of tea). People were welcome to drop
by, grab a cup or glass, and chat with MWRA
representatives about water issues in Mississippi.
MWRA members included Tommy Hart, Port
of Greenville (and photographer), Mike Davis,
Pearl River Basin Development District, Robert
Maxwell, Port of Rosedale-Bolivar County,
Jonathan Pote, Mississippi State University, and
Deirdre McGowan, MWRA Executive Director.
MWRA had a display rack with numerous
brochures available, our stand-up, eye-catching
banner, and other water-related displays on the
table. Rep. Sherra Lane, from Clarke, Perry and
Wayne counties, is pictured with Mike Davis.
Application was made to the MS Dept. of Finance
and Administration for 2016, and we have been
assigned January 27.

NO FUNDING FOR MISSISSIPPI FLOOD CONTROL PROJECTS
Sen. Thad Cochran has questioned the lack of funding for Mississippi Delta flood control projects in President
Obama’s new budget. Cochran, Chairman of the Senate Appropriations Committee, said on February 10 that the
White House is recommending no funding for the Delta Headwaters Project and the Upper Yazoo Projects. After
the great flood of 1927, Congress passed the Flood Control Act creating the Mississippi River and Tributaries
System.
The projects call for the maintenance of levees to contain flood flows, channel improvements and stabilization
to increase the flood-carrying capacity of the river, and tributary basin improvements for major drainage basins,
including dams and reservoirs, auxiliary channels and pumping stations. But, Cochran said, “There has been a
steady decline of commitment from the federal government for our inland waterway system.” He added that the
funding levels proposed by the White House for the important infrastructure accounts are far below the levels
provided by Congress in the recent omnibus appropriations bill.
The Clarion-Ledger, Feb. 13, 2015
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LOWNDES COUNTY ALUMINUM MILL DEAL UP IN THE AIR
The chances of Lowndes County being the future home of an aluminum mill that employs 650-plus people have
taken a step back.
American Specialty Alloys officials have been informed that 826 acres of land in the Golden Triangle Industrial
Park that had been reserved for the company’s planned $1.2 billion plant are now open to other potential projects.
Joe Max Higgins, CEO of the Golden Triangle Development LINK, said the decision was made in late January
after the company failed to provide assurances requested by LINK officials. The land had been reserved for
American Specialty Alloys (ASA) for nearly a year.
The company issued a press release in November detailing plans to build a 1.4-million-square-foot plant that
would produce 600,000 tons of aluminum a year. The release also stated that the plant would create 650 to 850
jobs, begin operations in late 2016, and be located “in the southeastern United States.” County officials believe
the market for a mill that produces aluminum for the automotive industry is tremendous.
“Should ASA find success in obtaining this requisite financing commitment for all the funding required to
complete the project, we will be happy to readdress a consideration for the site, along with local incentives
previously proposed,” Higgins said. “But until that time, we have a responsibility to aggressively market the site
to attract new jobs and investment to our community.”
Within the past week, ASA officials have issued press releases regarding the hiring of a chief operating officer
and a vice president of construction and infrastructure.
from Andrew Hazzard in The Dispatch (Columbus), Feb. 7, 2015

NEWS FROM THE PORT OF GULFPORT
After Chiquita decided to leave its long-time home earlier this year, some feared that Dole, which has a similar
operation at the Port of Gulfport, would also leave. Those fears were put to rest when the Port announced a new
13-year deal to keep Dole.
Dole currently occupies more than 140,000 square feet of warehouse space as well as 24 acres of open storage
and container parking space on the port’s east pier, said a news release. The new terminal on the west pier will
encompass almost 40 acres and will also allow them to increase container storage capacity by nearly 50 percent.
The new warehouse complex will increase dry storage capacity, while also including construction of 20,000
square feet of temperature-controlled space.
“Dole has been a valued member of the Port of Gulfport family for 50 years, and we look forward to many more
years of partnership and success,” said Gov. Phil Bryant in a statement.
The long-term commitment Dole is making to the Port mirrors the agreements made in the past year and a half
by tenants such as Island View, DuPont and McDermott International. If all options are renewed, Island View’s
agreement totals up to 50 years, DuPont’s 60 years, and McDermott International’s up to 40 years at the Port of
Gulfport.
by Chris Davis
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INLAND WATERWAYS FUNDING MECHANISMS SYNTHESIS
The Multimodal Transportation and Infrastructure Consortium in Huntington, WV has produced a synthesis
report on funding the inland waterway system. Below is the Executive Summary, but the entire report is at:
http://www.ktc.uky.edu/files/2014/12/KTC_14_14_MTIC4_14_1F_.pdf
The inland waterway system is a vital part of the nation’s multi-modal freight network. Although less visible
than other modes, inland waterways allow shippers to transport bulk commodities in a relatively cheap and
environmentally friendly method. To ensure this transportation mode remains a feasible option and accommodates
growth, it must continue to be safe, efficient, and functional. This synthesis provides comprehensive perspective
on the financial prospects of the inland waterways system. It analyzes current funding levels, along with proposed
funding changes and reforms.
Financial support for the inland waterways system comes from the Inland Waterways Trust Fund (IWTF).
Historical data gathered provides evidence that the IWTF resources have rapidly declined in recent years,
limiting the number of infrastructure projects that can be undertaken. Some of this is can be attributed to the lack
of a fuel tax increase since 1995. The fuel tax serves as the primary revenue source for the IWTF. The purchasing
power of each dollar is therefore eroded due to the increase of construction costs, coupled with the tax revenue
not increasing.
In order to reinforce the IWTF and deal with a mounting project backlog, several funding reforms have been
proposed in addition to changes in project delivery and prioritization. Many reforms include raising the fuel tax
and changing the current cost share structure. Other proposals lay out different options, such as tolling locks and
dams or instituting license fees. In order to reverse the decline of the IWTF, it appears that substantive changes
may be required. The past and current state of the system also provides insight as to how previous investment
levels have impacted reliability.
Measures of lock performance, such as the number of outages (both scheduled and unscheduled) and the duration
of lock outages, are used to assess system dependability. These reveal that in recent years there has been an
increase in outages and outage durations. Possible factors include a reduction in funding for construction and
maintenance projects, which compounds the increasing infrastructure age issue. Unexpected closures impact
shippers by causing unplanned delays. These delays increase costs of inland waterway shipments by idling
freight and reducing reliability. In turn, reduced system reliability may prompt modal shifts as freight shippers
seek more consistent modes of transport.
This synthesis provides valuable information for stakeholders and policymakers regarding current funding levels
and investments in the inland waterway system. The initial evidence in this report shows that declining funding
levels, coupled with aging locks and dams, are likely contributing to increases in lock outages. If such issues are
to be rectified, the reforms detailed here provide a starting point for changing the current funding regime.
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MDOT PORT MULTI-MODAL GRANT REVIEW COMMITTEE NAMED
Every year, the MWRA President appoints four people to serve on the MDOT Multi-Modal Grant Review
Committee. Four additional slots on the committee are specified in the legislation: Port of Pascagoula (Mark
McAndrews), State Port at Gulfport (Jonathan Daniels), Port Bienville (Steve Landry), and MWRA Executive
Director (Deirdre McGowan). Those appointed by MWRA President Robert Maxwell include him, Port of
Rosedale-Bolivar County, Anthony Hauer, Port of Natchez-Adams County, Mayor Cecil Belle, Port of Aberdeen,
and Will Sanders, Lowndes County Port. MDOT and MDA also have representation on the committee.
Grant applications will be distributed to all ports in March. After they are submitted, the Port Grant Review
Committee will score them. The scores will be collated and, at a meeting of the full committee in June, final
distribution decisions will be made. MDOT has allocated $3.8 million for port infrastructure enhancements. The
process is based on MCA Sec. 65-1-705.

PORT OF PASCAGOULA NEWS
Port of Pascagoula leaders have agreed to go to bid on the first phase of a $44 million intermodal improvement
project that will both relocate the downtown Pascagoula railroad interchange and build a wood pellet export
terminal on Bayou Casotte.
In August, commissioners approved an agreement with the U.S. Department of Transportation regarding a $14
million grant to relocate the railroad interchange. That $14 million comes through the Transportation Investment
Generating Economic Recovery discretionary grant program, and it will be combined with $4 million in local
funds to complete the $18 million project. That portion of the project includes rail improvements, a rail unloading
pit to facilitate bulk deliveries, and shed demolition/bulkhead repairs, among other work.
It will reroute a portion of the Mississippi Export Railroad’s line, and it will move the interchange from downtown
Pascagoula to east of Miss. 63.
by April Havens

MEMBERS IN THE NEWS
The Three Rivers Planning and Development District is currently managing Port Itawamba. A contact person
there is Casey Frank.
David Work is recovering well and would enjoy visitors. He’s at Highland Home, 638 Highland Colony Parkway,
Ridgeland, MS 39157, (601) 853-0415.
The Mississippi Development Authority has the responsibility for finding a replacement for Eugene Bishop at
Yellow Creek Port. Board Chairman is Benny Devaughn, and it is understood the decision will be made shortly.
Heartfelt congratulations to Hunter Arnold of Waggoner Engineering. He was recently elected to serve as
President of the MS World Trade Center. MWRA has been an active member of MSWTC for many years.
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Wild Hogs Called a Threat to Mississippi Economy
Maybe many of us were surprised when Chris Colley, Cahaba River-Urban Feral Hog Trapping, was an
exhibitor at the MWRA Annual Conference in Tupelo. There, they demonstrated hog tracking equipment
which was both interesting and apparently very effective. On February 10, the Jackson Clarion-Ledger
ran a feature on the wild hog problem – a half page with color pictures, quite unusual. Below are
excerpts from that article:
Perhaps the biggest threat to Mississippi tromps around on four legs and wallows in the mud. It is
a powerful, intelligent and seemingly indestructible beast that, left unbridled, could ruin the state’s
agricultural and hunting economy. They are like a goat on steroids. They will literally eat anything.
Wild hogs reproduce quickly, have few natural predators, and can cause damage and spread disease to
humans.

With thousands of hogs wallowing around across the state, damage to farm and timberland is astounding.
In 2011, pigs also caused hundreds of thousands of dollars worth of damage to the state’s levee system
during the Mississippi River Flood. People don’t seem to understand the economic impact they are
causing because of their rooting around and the erosion in the hills. For more information, contact:
Kendall Bauldree, mrmtscm@bellsouth.net.
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CAHABA RIVER CAMERAS

Wildlife Management Systems
We have developed our Feral Hog Trap Camera to be the most effective tool available for controlling Feral
Hogs. It provides the user a live real-time video/audio stream and recordings to help us reach our goal of
capturing the entire sounder group.
We have over 30 years’ experience in Forestry and Wildlife Management, and much of this time has been
devoted to controlling hogs. I have used this experience in developing our trap camera and have combined
time-proven methods with our technology to produce a very reliable system that is effective in controlling this
invasive species.
Feral Hogs become wise to normal trapping methods and the older animals are very leery about entering a trap.
We use a 30’ diameter pen that is 5’ high and has at least one 8’ gate. We camo this enclosure with vegetation
and bait it with soured corn. Our video system allows us to give the hogs time to become used to the trap and
they begin entering and feeding with no fear. Our capability to view our cameras from any remote location
helps keep human scent away from the area and is much more reliable than other methods.
We use our video management software to review the daily recordings, from any remote location, to determine
the number of hogs in the sounder group. In most cases we have the entire group coming and going in 5 to 8
days and we can determine the time when we can expect the entire group to be in the trap.
Our camera sends instant alarms when activity occurs. We then watch the live video to see when the entire
group has entered, and we can then trigger the gate, using the camera’s output button.
For more information on this and our other systems, please contact me.
Kendall Bauldree
mrmtscm@bellsouth.net
205-874-6445
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