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Got Water?

“Got Milk?” was a highly successful slogan for the 
California Milk Processor Board, but “Got Water?” 
is a make-or-break question for quality of life and 
for job creation. Are you interested in helping ensure 
that we can answer that question with a “Yes, we’ve 
got water!”

The recent typhoon disaster in the Philippines 
showed how either too much water or too little water 
kills people. Water-related disaster prevention and 
preparation is a must for us across Mississippi. Is 
your organization ready for the next flood or next 
drought? Is your local government body ready?

It doesn’t take a disaster to bring home how important water is to our quality of life. Our Delta 
region is working on plans to better manage surface and groundwater, as reported by Dean 
Pennington at our annual conference in Vicksburg. Their success will have major implications 
for all of Mississippi. Meanwhile, communities statewide are looking ahead to renewal of 
their National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permits and calculating what 
they must do to keep those permits. Will your community be ready?

Most industries must have a reliable supply of clean water and a means of disposing of 
waste products. Without it, an otherwise promising site won’t get a second look. Does your 
community have the water resources needed to compete? Does your economic development 
organization have the facts needed to convince new industry to locate there?

You can help with all these questions by active participation in MWRA. MWRA’s public 
education campaign, “Mississippi Means Water” is a play on the Ojibwe language root of 
our state and river’s name, but it implies all the wonderful things water does for our state. 
We are surrounded on three sides by the Great River, Mississippi Sound, and the Tenn-Tom 
Waterway. We have countless bays, lakes, and streams for fishing, boating, swimming, and 
just watching the water go by. Waterborne transportation fuels our economic growth and 
provides thousands of jobs. Irrigation feeds our crops and aquaculture. We can turn on the tap 
and get all the clear, clean water we need for our homes and industry. These are just a few of 
the topics we will cover in our public education campaign, including scripted presentations. 
Will you help us get the word out?

Please email me with your ideas for making sure we can always answer the critical question, 
“Got Water?” with an emphatic, “Yes, we’ve got water.”

  Best regards,

  Bill McAnally
  Mississippi State University
  MWRA President
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Calendar of Events Winter 2013 - 2014

Dec.  5-7 MS Valley Flood Control Association, New Orleans, LA.  www.mvfca.org

2014

Jan. 22 MS Water Day at the Capitol, Jackson, MS.  insightltd@msn.com

Feb. 5 MWRA Board Meeting and Dinner, 4:00 PM, Hilton Jackson.
 insightltd@msn.com

Feb. 6 MS Intermodal Council Breakfast with Legislators, Old Capitol Inn,
 Jackson.

Feb. 26-27 The Logistics, Trade and Transportation Symposium, Gulfport.
 www.usm.edu/cltt

Mar. 24-26 NWC Legislative Summit, Loews Madison, DC.  info@waterways.org

Aug. 26-28 Tenn-Tom Waterway Development Conference, Marriott Grand,
 Point Clear, AL

NatChEz OffiCiaLs EstimatE POrt WarEhOusE PrOfits

A warehouse that Natchez-Adams County purchased is projected to generate almost $1 million next year 
in revenue. Port Director Anthony Hauer said the warehouse would generate approximately $400,000 for 
the port. The county bought the property for $2.5 million from Valley National Bank after foreclosing on a 
previous owner.

www.mvfca.org
mailto:insightltd@msn.com
mailto:insightltd@msn.com
www.usm.edu/cltt
mailto:info@waterways.org
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Public Works Director Hugh Smith, Jr. (left) accepts the award from Young Professionals Co-Chair Matthew Horton

EPa rELEasEs rEPOrt ON imPOrtaNCE Of WatEr tO ECONOmy

BEst-tastiNg DriNkiNg WatEr

EPA has reported on the Importance of Water to the U.S. Economy to help raise the awareness of water’s 
importance to our national economic welfare and to summarize information that public and private decision-
makers can use to better manage the nation’s water resources. The main findings are:
• Water is absolutely fundamental to the U.S. economy 
• Water value and competition will rise
• Decision-makers in the private and public sectors need more information
See the report at http://water.epa.gov/action/importanceofwater/.

On October 15, 2013 during the 66th Annual Conference of the Alabama/Mississippi Section of the American 
Water Works Association (AL/MS Section of AWWA) in Robinsonville, Mississippi, the City of Meridian 
was awarded the title of “Best-Tasting Drinking Water” from the Section. Meridian competed against 19 other 
public water supply systems from the two states of Alabama and Mississippi.

iNfrastruCturE fuNDiNg BaNk

Sens. Mark Warner (D-VA) and Roy Blunt (R-MO) are reviving a push to create a national infrastructure 
funding bank in a new bill Warner unveiled recently. Warner and Blunt’s bill would create a “infrastructure 
financing authority” that would receive $10 billion in initial funding, his office said.

The infrastructure funding would be used as leverage to lure private sector investments that could reap as much 
as $300 billion in new transportation projects, according to Warner’s office. The measure has been dubbed the 
Building and Renewing Infrastructure for Development and Growth in Employment (BRIDGE) Act.

Warner said it was just a start on the country’s backlog of road and transit projects. “The BRIDGE Act is not 
a ‘silver bullet’ to magically close America’s infrastructure gap, but this bipartisan proposal creates smart new 
tools to help our states and localities unlock billions of dollars in additional private investments at a time of very 
favorable interest rates,” Warner said. The infrastructure funding bill has been co-sponsored by Sens. Lindsey 
Graham (R-SC), Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY), Dean Heller (R-NV), Chris Coons (D-DE), Amy Klobuchar (D-
MN), Roger Wicker (R-MS), Claire McCaskill (D-MO) and Mark Kirk (R-IL).

Blunt said the measure could be used to help close a gap in transportation funding that advocates have said is 
as high as $20 billion.

http://water.epa.gov/action/importanceofwater
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During the acceptance of the award, 2013 AWWA Section Chair Hugh Smith, Jr. was humbled and dedicated 
the award to the men and women who operate the treatment facilities for the City of Meridian’s drinking water.

The competition was sponsored by the Section’s Young Professionals Committee and took place the prior day 
during the Strolling Lunch. Water samples were scored on a scale of 1 to 10 by a panel of three judges in four 
categories (Taste, Odor, Color, and Clarity). The judges for the competition were National AWWA President-
Elect John Donahue, Alabama Department of Environmental Management Representative George Cox, and 
Past AL/MS Section Chairman Hunter Arnold (2011 Chair).

The City of Meridian’s water is eligible to advance to the “Best of the Best” Taste Test at the 2014 AWWA 
Annual Conference and Exposition (ACE’14) in Boston, Massachusetts in June. There, Meridian will compete 
against water providers from the 43 other Sections of AWWA from across the country.

WrDa: NEW LEvEE safEty BurEau at thE army COrPs 

By Dan Delich – excerpted from National Waterways Conference Newsletter

Vastly different approaches on levee safety are included in each of the Senate and House water resources 
development bills. Both bills include a directive to the Army Corps and FEMA to establish new federal 
guidelines prescribing safe levees.

The Senate, however, goes well beyond the House by establishing a National Levee Safety Program that installs 
new Federal inspection, risk classification, safety guideline, and funding assistance eligibility authority for 
Corps and non-Corps program levees; creates a new Army Corps program office and Levee Safety Administrator 
with “such staff as is necessary”; and mandates formation of state and tribal levee safety programs (mandated 
for federal assistance eligibility).

It also mandates new local floodplain management and hazard mitigation plans accounting for “all levee risks” 
(mandated for federal assistance eligibility); directs establishment of an undefined levee Hazard Potential 
Classification System pegging localities as “safe” or “unsafe” without regard for local property value and 
other economic considerations and without requirement for public input; authorizes $600 million of an overall 
$900 million in levee safety program funds for government growth, non-Federal levee inspections, guideline 
promulgation, education and outreach; and forms a 14-member Levee Safety Advisory Board with 4 standing 
committees to help ensure nationwide compliance with the program’s flood risk management directives and to 
make recommendations on floodplain management, environmental protection, and environmental permitting.

Faced with declining budgetary support for the civil works mission, while at the same time the nation is 
searching for better ways to limit Katrina, Rita, middle-America riverine, and Sandy-like loss and suffering, 
the pending water resources legislation provides an opportunity for progress, not simply more process. The 
Senate’s 2:1 programmatic funding ratio in favor of more government vs. infrastructure doesn’t tell the whole 
story, but it does help to quantify that bill’s priority-setting.

Title VI of S.601 (which partially tracks the 2009 National Levee Safety Committee recommendations) reads 
very much as though “building strong” is risky, controversial, unaffordable, and “out,” unless the funding 
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is included in a disaster supplemental. Meanwhile, assessing, monitoring, managing, advising, coordinating 
and communicating are safer plays, more cost-effective in the short term, and “in.” Pervasive underfunding 
and inattention to the agency and its core civil works missions have led to interminable agency reformation 
initiatives and, regrettably, the Corps’ need to “do less with less.” At some point, everyone is aware that that 
great old agency and its uniquely professional, patriotic public servants just cannot do more with less.

There is a time, now, and a place, in most of coastal and riverine America, to be smarter about the financial and 
social imperative to genuinely integrate structural and non-structural flood risk reduction approaches. Moreover, 
the Feds can’t be in the position of helping to create “attractive nuisances” in the form of projects which 
induce people to put themselves in harm’s way. Carrots and a stick or two will be needed to prevail on these 
matters. Widespread federal divestiture of bricks and mortar flood infrastructure, and the lives and treasures 
they imperfectly protect, however, is not an available option. A National Academies committee chaired by 
Dr. Gerald E. Galloway issued an important report earlier this year indicating that by supporting flood hazard 
reduction grant programs and floodplain management efforts, the NFIP estimates that more than $1.7 billion 
in flood-related losses are avoided annually. The same report shared that during the record-setting floods in 
2011, the levee system on the Lower Mississippi River was credited by the Mississippi River Commission with 
preventing over $110 billion in flood-related losses.

A comprehensive levee safety program built upon the concept of “Shared Risks--Shared Solutions” and that 
provides a long-term approach to better protect human life, property, and natural resources should be driven by 
a small handful of key principles.

Dan Delich is the Director of the National Levee Issues Alliance (LIA). For the complete report contact the 
MWRA Office at insightltd@msn.com

NEEL-sChaffEr ENgiNEErs sELECtED fOr PrEstigiOus NatiONaL PrOgram

Neel-Schaffer is pleased to announce that Jonathan Kiser, PE, and Becky Malenke, PE, have been accepted 
into the inaugural class of LeadershipITE, where participants will engage in an intensive nine-month program 
of workshops, conferences, team projects and other activities that address the challenges and opportunities 
facing the transportation profession and the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE). Kiser and Malenke are 
among 30 engineers from North America chosen for the first class of this program, which began with a kick-off 
workshop Nov. 7-9 in Washington, DC.

Jonathan Kiser, PE Becky Malenke, PE

mailto:insightltd@msn.com
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PasCagOuLa POrt a LOW-PrOfiLE POWErhOusE

mWra WELCOmEs NEW mEmBErs

In October, the Sun Herald ran a front-page story with the same heading as 
above. The port is a $20-million-a-year operation, moving 38 million tons of 
cargo a year and supporting 19,000 direct jobs on the waterways and 37,500 
indirect jobs at more than a dozen companies. The port generates $1.4 billion 
in annual earnings.

In-bound cargo includes forest products, crude oil, phosphate, rock chemicals 
and aggregate. Outbound cargo includes forest products, paper products, frozen 
poultry, petroleum products, fertilizer and chemicals.

Port Director Mark McAndrews likes that the Port of Pascagoula flies under 
the radar, but its low-key nature can cause misperceptions. Drivers crossing 

the high-rise bridge on U.S. 90 see the docks below and think that’s all there is to the port. The port actually 
operates an 11-mile channel into Bayou Casotte and a 13-mile channel to the Pascagoula River. The channel 
also runs 10 miles inland to the Moss Point industrial Park.

Congratulations are due to McAndrews and his staff for their great work – and generating such a positive piece 
in the media.

Cambridge Systematics, Inc. (Paula Dowell) is an independent, employee-owned transportation consultancy 
firm with corporate headquarters located in Cambridge, Massachusetts. Cambridge Systematics provides 
strategic planning and management services, objective analysis, and technology applications for passenger, 
commercial, freight, and transit systems to public and private sectors, both nationally and internationally.

Environmental Management Services, Inc. (EMS) (C. Winston Russell, RPG) is a full-service civil and 
environmental engineering consulting firm headquartered in Hattiesburg, MS.  EMS has successfully conducted 
numerous civil and environmental engineering projects throughout Mississippi and the south central United 
States.  Their staff of engineers, geologists, biologists, and surveyors are uniquely qualified to perform all aspects 
of groundwater quality assessments, water resources development, treatment system design, and construction 
of distribution systems.  EMS strives to meet client engineering goals, while minimizing environmental impact 
in an economical manner. For more information visit www.env-mgt.com or call (601) 544-3674.

Anna Linhoss, Ph.D., is an Assistant Professor of Agriculture and Biological Engineering at Mississippi State 
University. Her research focuses on hydrology, ecology, modeling, watershed management and climate change. 
She has authored numerous articles in refereed journals including Ecological Modeling, Journal of Hydrologic 
Engineering, and International Journal of Risk Assessment and Management.

www.env
-mgt.com
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Linhoss completed her Ph.D. in Agricultural and Biological Engineering from the University of Florida as 
well as a Master of Science in Agricultural and Biological Engineering from the University of Georgia. From 
2005 to 2007, she worked as an environmental scientist at Michael Baker Engineering in Asheville, North 
Carolina, and from 2011 to 2012, she worked as a postdoctoral associate at the University of Florida. In January 
2013, Linhoss joined the Agricultural and Biological Engineering faculty at Mississippi State as an assistant 
professor, where she currently serves. More information regarding her work in the Hydrology and Ecology Lab 
at Mississippi State can be found at www.hydroecologylab.com.

USM Center for Logistics, Trade, and Transportation (CLTT) provides a competitive advantage to logistics 
and supply chain industry and government agencies through its multidisciplinary activities in Logistics, Trade 
and Transportation. The CLTT offers an online Master of Science, applied research activities and networking 
events. The CLTT is represented in MWRA by Thomas Schoemann, CLTT Operations Manager.  
www.usm.edu/cltt.

mWra aNNuaL mEEtiNg iN viCksBurg

grOuNDWatEr DEPLEtiON rEPOrt

Vicksburg outdid itself in hosting the 2013 MWRA Annual Conference! The 
actual content of the meeting was reportedly the best ever with superb speakers 
offering crucial information for attendees. Information was offered for all 
aspects of water resources from groundwater to ports and more – with PDH 
(Professional Development Hours) offered for the engineers in attendance. The 
section on legislative influence from the local to the federal level was especially 
well-received by everyone in every aspect of water resources, as was the section 
on Ethical Negotiation Practices.

One high point of the conference was the Keynote Presentation by the Executive 
Director of the Mississippi Development Authority, Brent Christensen. He 
adroitly wove the components of water resources into their importance in 

economic development. It makes no difference whether it’s water for industrial use, clean drinking water or for 
river barges and gulf ships, the state needs water for growth. The state is surrounded on three sides by water but 
its water is one of its least-appreciated assets. Christensen certainly understands this and drove the point home.

The 2014 MWRA Conference will be in Tupelo at a date yet to be determined, but probably in November. 
MWRA will keep you posted.

USGS has released its Groundwater Depletion in the United States (1900–2008) report.  The report is available 
on the MS Water Resources Research Institute’s website, www.wrri.msstate.edu.

www.hydroecologylab.com
www.usm.edu/cltt
www.wrri.msstate.edu
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mWra rECOgNizEs NEW faCEs / NEW PLaCEs

agrEEmENt fOr graiN stOragE aND
BargE LOaDiNg faCiLity at thE POrt Of rOsEDaLE

BG Duke DeLuca has replaced Gen. John W. Peabody as Commander of the Mississippi Valley Division, 
USACE;  Kay Whittington has replaced Richard Ingram as the Director of Land and Water Resources, MDEQ;  
Whitney Hurt has replaced Tim Mood as Executive Director, Yazoo County Port;  Deirdre McGowan has 
been named to the Mississippi Transportation Institute Board of Directors, and Ray Balentine is currently 
serving MTI as President-Elect. John Hardy was elected Treasurer of the Tenn-Tom Waterway Development 
Council and both Eugene Bishop and Greg Deakle were elected to the Board of Directors.  Pete Bullard has 
replaced Skeet Sanders at Wepfer Marine in Greenville, following Sanders’ retirement.

The Rosedale-Bolivar County Port Commission and the Bolivar County Board of Supervisors have entered into 
a lease agreement with a subsidiary of Louis Dreyfus Commodities, LLC for the construction and operation of 
a new grain storage and barge loading facility at the Port of Rosedale, Mississippi.

Louis Dreyfus Commodities expects to invest more than $20 million in constructing the facility, which will 
provide a new outlet for local farmers to sell corn and soybeans to the company for subsequent export at its 
newly commissioned terminal at the Port of Greater Baton Rouge, Louisiana, with an annual capacity of more 
than 5 million metric tons. Louis Dreyfus Commodities expects the Rosedale Port terminal to create up to ten 
new jobs by the time it is estimated to begin its operation, in the summer of 2014.

“This is a very positive and exciting development for the Port of Rosedale and for the farming community of 
Bolivar County,“ said Port Director Robert Maxwell. “It will help set the stage for further economic growth 
and prosperity in our county.”

“We believe that the new terminal at the Port of Rosedale creates significant opportunities for farmers and other 
members of the surrounding community,” said Mikael Mörn, CEO of Louis Dreyfus Commodities for North 
America. “We are excited about our partnership with the Port and the benefits it will bring to Bolivar County 
and neighboring communities.”
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mWra PuBLiC EDuCatiON CamPaigN

This year MWRA launched “Mississippi Means Water” – a campaign to educate the public about the vital role 
water plays in our state.

Our campaign asks the question, “Are economic advancement and quality of life important?” Nearly everyone 
agrees that at least one of those is important to them, and our message is that sustainable use of Mississippi’s 
abundant water resources can achieve both goals.

“Mississippi Means Water” plays on the Objiwe language root of our state and river’s name, and it implies all 
the wonderful things water does for our state. The Big River, the Gulf, thousands of streams and lakes, and 
ample water are ours. Living and working in Mississippi means enjoying the benefits of abundant clean water.

• Water is essential to life. It nourishes our bodies when we drink and when we eat the fruits of the land   
 and sea.
• Water improves quality of life. Whether we fish, hunt, garden, boat, or simply relax by the water’s edge,
 Mississippians enjoy unparalleled access to lakes, rivers, estuaries, and the Gulf.
• Our economic health requires water. From farm fields and ponds statewide to manufacturing sites like   
 Nissan, Severstal, and Toyota, water supply is basic for economic development.
• Waterborne transportation is an economic engine. Our inland and coastal ports and waterways provide  
 inexpensive, environmentally friendly avenues for shipping our products nationwide and worldwide, by 
 barge and ship.
• Reducing flood and storm damage is a key element of water management. Flooding from the great   
 Mississippi River, the Gulf, and local streams can devastate communities and farms.

For more Mississippi Water Facts, visit www.mswater.org

Mississippi Means Water
Are economic advancement and quality of life important? Sustainable use of Mississippi’s 
abundant water resources can achieve both goals, and you can be a part of that.

Mississippi Means Water: “Mississippi Means Water” plays on the Objiwe language root of our 
state and river’s name, and it implies all the wonderful things water does for our state. The Big 
River, the Gulf, thousands of streams and lakes, and ample water are ours. Living and working in 
Mississippi means enjoying the benefits of abundant clean water.

Why should you help? Rivers, ports and harbors, coastal and inland waterways, flood control, 
recreation, water management, water supply, and all uses of water resources are the focus of the 
Mississippi Water Resources Association 
(MWRA). Our members are committed to the 
water-related needs of our citizens – providing 
economic opportunity and a safe, welcoming 
place for ourselves and for future generations to 
live – and you can help.
Water is vital:
• Water is essential to life. It nourishes our bodies 

when we drink and when we eat the fruits of the 
land and sea.

• Water improves quality of life. Whether we fish, 
hunt, garden, boat, or simply relax by the water’s 
edge, Mississippians enjoy unparalleled access to 
lakes, rivers, estuaries, and the Gulf.

• Our economic health requires water. From farm 
fields and ponds statewide to manufacturing sites 
like Nissan, Severstal, and Toyota, water supply is 
basic for economic development.

• Waterborne transportation is an economic engine. 
Our inland and coastal ports and waterways 
provide inexpensive, environmentally friendly 
avenues for shipping our products nationwide and 
worldwide, by barge and ship.

• Reducing flood and storm damage is a key 
element of water management. Flooding from the 
great Mississippi River, the Gulf, and local streams 
can devastate communities and farms. 
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Water Benefits Mississippi

Agriculture 
• $7.5B per year
• 29% of state workforce

Recreation
• Parks $200M economic impact

–
–
8 National Parks 

– 23 State Parks
– 5 National River Trails
– 23 Corps of Engineers Parks

• Fishing – a $500M Mississippi industry
One fishing tournament:

– 50 - 300 Teams
– 1000’s of spectators
– $50K - 5M+ economic impact

• Tourism in Mississippi
– $2.5B per year
– 110,000 jobs

Business Location Criteria (SiteSelector.com)
• Quality of Port Infrastructure
• Quality of Life – Access to water 

Commercial Fishing
• $150M per year
• Thousands of jobs

Mega-site Industries’ Requirements
• Abundant water supply
• Transportation, including ports and 

waterways

Quality of life - Priceless

From 1996 to 2009, the nation has realized an economic impact of nearly $43 billion from the 
Tenn-Tom Waterway, a return on investment of seven times its construction cost, according to an 
independent study by Troy State University.
Bruce Windham, President, Tenn-Tom Waterway Development Council.

Water benefits Mississippi economically. For example:



yazOO-mississiPPi DELta JOiNt WatEr maNagEmENt DistriCt
mEmBEr PrOfiLE:

The Yazoo-Mississippi Delta Joint Water Management District (YMD) was formed in 1989 as a direct result 
of the 1988 drought. YMD was created to provide local, non-regulatory solutions to the Delta’s growing water 
resource challenges. Seventeen Delta counties are included.

YMD is focused on two major water resource issues in the Delta: 
1.  Balancing water supplies with water demand. Approximately 80 percent of all water use in Mississippi is 
by Delta agriculture. There are about 14,750 groundwater use permits for the alluvial aquifer and 2,250 surface 
water use permits by agriculture in the Delta.
2.  Improving and Protecting surface water quality. Many Delta streams are included in the MDEQ 2004 
303(d) list of impaired waters because of pathogens, siltation, biological enrichment-low dissolved oxygen, 
and nutrients from forests, agricultural fields and cities.

Flood Prevention
YMD staff worked in cooperation with the Mississippi Levee Board and the Army Corps of Engineers 
(Vicksburg District) during the Mississippi River high-water event during the months of May and June 2011. 
YMD staff members were stationed on the levee seven days a week during the record high-water event. One 
YMD staff member and one Corps of Engineers employee formed a crew, and each crew rode its sector of the 
levee checking for slides, boils, and seepage, protecting the Delta’s crops and citizens from flooding.

Water Quality and Recreation
The Sunflower River flowing through Clarksdale represents one of the most 
attractive waterfront views in the state. YMD began a cooperative effort 
with the City of Clarksdale, the Coahoma County Supervisors, the North 
Delta Joint Municipal Water Management District and other local parties 
to help improve the waterfront by constructing a permanent weir in the 
river that would help maintain higher water levels during low-flow events. 
The weir project began to take form in mid-2010, and construction was 
completed in July of 2011.
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Protecting Groundwater
YMD staff worked alongside county NRCS agents in an effort to maximize the number of groundwater-saving 
conservation practices installed across the Delta. YMD staff contacted growers with potential projects and 
advised them on the steps to follow, did preliminary surveying to establish project viability, and did site-
specific surveying requested by individual county NRCS offices. Growers were encouraged by YMD staff to 
apply for financial assistance through the Agricultural Water Enhancement Program (AWEP) or the Mississippi 
River Basins Initiative (MRBI). Results of preliminary survey work conducted by YMD eliminated some 
projects while highlighting the relative ease with which others could be constructed.

YMD helped NRCS secure additional EQIP funds through the 
Agricultural Water Enhancement Program (AWEP). The grant 
was for fourteen million dollars to be distributed over a five-year 
period. Two million federal dollars were spent in 2009 with 1.4 
million spent in 2010. In 2010, YMD again worked with the NRCS, 
The Nature Conservancy (TNC), the Mississippi Soil and Water 
Commission, and Delta FARM to secure another $17.8 million 
over 4 years through a similar program, the Mississippi River 
Basin Initiative (MRBI). Funds from both programs are available 
to Delta growers for projects qualifying as water enhancement 

activities such as irrigation water management, water control structures, water diversion structures, underground 
pipes, on-farm storage reservoirs, tail water recovery systems, grade stabilization structures, pipes, and pads 
along with other NRCS practices. Cost-share amounts vary based on the specific projects and practices. Ranking 
criteria will favor projects that improve both water supply and water quality, such as increased use of surface 
water for irrigation. The primary objectives of funded projects will be to reduce the groundwater overdraft of 
the Alluvial Aquifer, to improve surface water quality, and to restore base flows to major Delta streams.

For more information, please contact YMD, 384-B Stoneville Rd., P.O. Box 129, Stoneville, MS 38776
(662) 686-7712, burt@ymd.org.   
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mDOt kiCks-Off frEight PLaN aND aDvisOry COmmittEE mEEtiNg

The safe and efficient movement of goods, both now and into the future, is a statewide and national concern. The 
Mississippi Department of Transportation (MDOT) is developing a Mississippi Statewide Freight Plan (MSFP), 
augmenting policies, programs and projects in the Statewide Long-Range Transportation Plan (Multiplan 2035). 
The Freight Plan will lay out critical issues facing freight movement in Mississippi and offer strategies to help 
us prepare for the future. The MSFP will identify high-priority freight mobility projects for consideration in 
Mississippi and become a reference guide used by government officials and freight stakeholders. The policy 
considerations, goals, and investment decisions manifested in the MSFP will also be considered by the U.S. 
Department of Transportation in formulating a national freight plan.    

The MSFP will be prepared in collaboration with a constituted Freight Advisory Committee (FAC), consisting of 
a representative cross-section of public and private freight stakeholders, representing carriers, shippers, freight 
transportation authorities, planning regions, industries, infrastructure owners, freight-related organizations and 
other entities affected by the state’s freight-related policies, operations and investment plans.  The first FAC 
meeting was held on 10/15/13 at the MDOT Administrative Building and elicited a great turnout.  Current 
members representing the Ports and Waterways sector include Deirdre McGowan for the Mississippi Water 
Resources Association with Robert Maxwell as the representative at the first FAC meeting, Bruce Windham for 
the Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway, Greg Deakle with the Itawamba County Development Council, Captain 
Mark McAndrews for the Port of Pascagoula with Allen Moeller as the representative at the first FAC meeting, 
and Wayne Mansfield with the Warren County Port Commission. 


